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GAINING  THE  WORLD  AND  LOSING  THE  SOUL. 


BY  THE  REV.  CHARLES  P.  JONES, 

Appointed  hy  the  North  Carolina  Conference, 

For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lose  his  own  soul?''    Malt.  xvi.  26, 

This  is  one  of  the  most  deeply  interesting  questions  which 
could  be  addressed  to  rational,  immortal  beings,  in  a  state  of 
probation.  A  question  which  places  side  by  side,  but  in  dif- 
ferent scales,  the  world  with  its  mighty  sum  of  good  and  the 
soul  with  its  infinite  capacity  of  pleasure  or  pain,  and  which 
sweeps  through  time  and  embraces  the  illimitable  range  of  the 
ages  to  come.  A  question,  which,  therefore,  should  make  a 
deeper  impression  on  our  minds  than  all  others,  and  if  possible, 
receive  at  our  hands  a  satisfactory  answer,  God  grant  that 
we  may  so  unfold  this  subject,  so  answer  this  question,  that 
you  may  "  counr  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord,"  rather  than  try  to  se- 
cure paltry  gain  at  the  hazard  of  the  fouI. 

1.  In  attempting  to  analize  this  subject,  we  shall  en- 

QUIJIE  FIRST  INTO  THE  IMPORT  OF  THE  PHRASE,  GaIN  OF  THE 

WHOLE  WORLD.  What  is  the  import  of  this  language  ?  What 
idea  did  the  Great  Teacher  intend  to  convey  ?  These  ques- 
tions have  received  diflerent  answers  by  different  divines. 
Some  have  supposed  and  taught  that  all  that  could  be  implied 
in  this  language  is,  the  gain  of  as  much  of  this  world  as  will 
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minister  to  man's  multitudinous,  depraved  appetites  and  de- 
sires ;  as  much  as  he  can  enjoy,  and  that  it  has  no  reference 
to  the  conquest  of  the  world.  Others  have  believed  and  taught 
that  it  implies  the  conquest  of  the  world,  that  the  Savior 
meant  this.  We  shall  notice  both  of  these  views,  not  pretend- 
ing to  decide,  however,  which  is  the  more  correct ;  either  will 
answer  our  purpose,  that  we  may  present  this  matter  in  the 
strongest  light.  Suppose,  then,  a  young  man  of  intellect  and 
attainments,  but  of  mistaken  views  and  depraved  desires,  sets 
out  upon  his  career  in  life,  resolved  to  gain  as  much  of  this 
world  as  will  satisfy  his  every  evil  desire  and  enable  him  to 
indulge  every  corrupt  appetite.  He  is  successful.  Providence 
interposes  no  barrier,  and  fortune  owns  him  her  child.  Wealth 
pours  its  rich  stream  into  his  coffer.  Houses  and  lands  and 
cattle  and  servants  are  his  ;  gold  of  Ophir,  the  silver  of  Peru, 
"  the  gems  of  the  mountain  and  pearls  of  the  ocean,"  come  at 
his  bidding  ;  are  at  his  command.  In  a  V7ord,  every  thing  of 
worldly  wealth  that  heart  could  wish,  is  his.  Then,  every  de- 
sire is  gratified.  Whatever  can  ravish  the  eye  is  before  him 
in  the  beauties  of  nature  and  art.  His  ear  drinks  in  a  thou- 
sand melodies.  His  nostrils  are  regalecl  from  the  flovrcry  vale 
or  gardens  of  pleasure.  Through  the  senses  of  taste  and  feel- 
ing, new  delights  enter  the  soul.  Society,  after  his  ov^'n  heart, 
to  his  own  liking,  is  about  him  in  richest  variety  and  abund- 
ance. Pleasures  by  day  and  pleasures  by  night  are  along  his 
pathwa^y  and  encompass  him  about.  Then,  the  world's  hon- 
ors bright  and  great  are  heaped  upon  him  ;  sounding  titles 
and  fame-giving  names.  He  has  boundless-  wealth,  pleasures 
full,  honors  great.  What  is  he  profited,  if  he  lose  his  own 
soul  ?"  Great  God  !  are  these  things  a  full  price  for  an  im- 
mortal spirit  ?  will  they  compensate,  the  short  time  they  are 
enjoyed  here,  for  the  loss  of  an  eternity  of  bliss,  for  the  en- 
durance of  an  eternity  of  woe  ?  Speak  !  Dives,  thou  rich  man 
in  hell ! 

Suppose,  again,  that  some  young  man  of  our  day  should  be 
fired  with  the  ambition  of  conquering  the  world.  He  has  the 
valor  of  an  Alexander,  the  skill  of  a  Hannibal,  the  command- 
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jng  genius  of  a  Napoleon.  lie  forms  his  plans  and  enters  up- 
on the  execution  of  his  mighty  determination.  He  first  under- 
mines the  constitution  of  this  proud  republic  ;  and  our  liberties 
are  no  more.  His  resistless  legions  next  sweep  over  the  Can- 
adians. The  red  men  of  the  prairies  and  mountains,  who  have 
roamed  in  unrestrained  freedom  a  thousand  years,  own  him 
their  master.  Prostrated,  degraded  Mexico  is  added  to  his 
dominions.  Central  America  falls  at  a  blow  ;  and  South  A- 
merica  is  swept  as  by  an  avalanche,  and  kingdoms  and  repub- 
lics and  provinces  trail  their  colours  in  the  dust  and  own  a 
ruler  from  the  North.  The  western  hemisphere  is  conquered  ; 
and  from  the  snow-white  foam  of  the  surfbeaten  rock  along  the 
Atlantic's  shore  to  the  golden  coast  of  the  vast  Pacific  ;  and 
from  the  icy  pole  of  the  North  to  the  farthest  land-point  of 
the  South  are  all  his.  And  yet  all  this  is  but  the  prelude 
to  greater  conquests  ;  the  world's  throne  is  before  him,  his  am- 
bition embraces  it ! 

He  gathers  together  his  forces,  numerous  almost  as  grains 
of  sand  on  ocean's  shore  ;  and,  amid  the  thundering  of  artil- 
lery, he  embarks  for  the  old  world.  He  crosses  the  stormy 
Atlantic  and  falls  like  one  of  its  fiercest  tempests  upon  the 
,  British  isles.  Those  sea-girt  isles  rock  to  the  thunder  of  bat- 
tle, and  the  lion  that  has  so  long  guarded  his  ocean  home, 
crouches  at  the  feet  of  the  ruling  spirit  of  the  storm.  England 
is  vanquished  and  owns  an  Emperor  from  the  Vf  est  !  The 
British  channel  is  crossed  ;  and  vaccillating,  infidel,  suffering 
France  is  added  to  his  dominions.  Portugal  and  Spain  lay 
down  their  arras.  The  classic  land  of  Italy  is  again  trodden 
by  the  footof  the  spoiler,  and  Rome's  palaces  echo  to  the  shouts 
of  triumphant  hosts.  A  mightier  than  Napoleon  is  abroad  in 
Europe  ;  and  Sardinia  and  Austria  and  Prussia  and  Norvfay 
and  Sweden  and  Denmark  and  Russia  all  fall  beneath  his  po- 
tent arm  !  The  Sultan  comes  down  from  his  throne  and  Con- 
stantinople again  changes  hands.  The  Mediterranean  is  cross- 
ed ;  and  Africa's  superstitious,  scattered,  benighted  sons  are 
compelled  to  bow  to  the  scepter  of  the  white  man  and  obey  his 
mandates.    The  vaMey  of  the  templed  Nile  is  swept  and  the 
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scepter  of  Mahomet  Ali  is  shivered  in  the  grasp  of  his  son  and 
his  subjects  owned  by  another  !  Asia  is  next  the  scene  of  fierce 
conflicts.  The  "wild  Arab  is  beaten  on  his  sandy  desert.  Jeru- 
salem is  again  deluged  with  blood.  Persia,  Tartary,  China 
all  fall !  The  distant  islands  of  the  sea  strike  their  colors  and 
send  in  their  submission.  The  world  is  conquered  !  and  our 
hero 

Is  monarch  of  all  he  surveys 
His  right  there  is  more  to  dispute 

and  a  universal  shout  of  praise  loud  and  long  comes  up  from 
the  babbling  sons  of  earth  in  honor  of  him  who  has  grasped 
the  scepter  of  the  world  and  seated  himself  upon  the  thronea 
of  kings  !  A  splendid  palace,  equal  to  the  extent  and  richness 
of  the  empire,  goes  up  as  if  by  magic.  Earth  pours  her  rich 
stream  of  wealth  into  it.  Wit  and  beauty  and  pleasure  are 
there  ;  in  a  word,  every  thing  that  the  heart  of  him  who  dwells 
within  could  desire.  He  revels  in  his  halls  of  feast  and  song 
and  riots  upon  the  lap  of  pleasure  !  But,  amid  it  all,  a  mys- 
terious hap.d  writes  his  doom  on  the  wall,  at  the  sight  of  which 
his  stout  heart  quails  and  his  knees  smite  together.  This  one 
sentence  terminates  his  reign  and  puts  a  period  to  all  his  joys  r 
Thou  art  iveighedin  the  balance  and  found  umnting  !  What 
is  he  profited,  tell  me — oh  tell  me,  ye  honor-seeking,  plea- 
sure-loving sons  of  earth — what  is  he  profited,  if  he  lose  his 
own  soul  ?  Shades  of  Napoleon  and  Alexander  answer ! 
And  if  v,'e  have  supposed  a  case  the  like  of  which  never  will 
occur  ;  if  wx  have  drawn  a  fancy  sketch  which  you  will  never 
fill  up,  Avhat  will  you  be  profited,  if  you  lose  your  souls  ?  0,  if 
it  is  the  height  of  folly  to  barter  an  immortal  spirit  for  the 
whole  vjorldj^  is  it  not  more  than  madness  to  sell  it  for  a  little 
gain — a  mere  mess  of  postage  ? 

II.  We  shall  enquire  secondly  into  the  worth  of  the 
Soul.  What  is  the  soul  worth  ?  A  question  most  profound 
and  dilBcult  to  answer  :  God  alone  comprehends  it ;  eternity 
alone  will  answer  it  to  us.  But  though  we  may  not  compre- 
hend it  and  cannot  therefore  answer  it  fully,  yet  guided  by 
the  light  of  revelation  we  may  answer  it  in  part.  And 
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1.  We  have  some  knowledge  of  the  worth  of  the  soul  from 
its  immortality.  The  soul  is  immortal.  God  has  given  to  it  an 
existence  which  shall  run  parallel  with  his  own.  The  body 
may  dissolve,  "  the  seas  waste,  the  sky  in  smoke  decay,"  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  but  the 
soul  will  survive  the  dissolution  of  the  one  and  the  wreck  of 
the  other — will  live  through  the  mighty  sweep  of  unending 
years ! 

We  infer  the  immortality  of  the  mnlfrom  its  iiyimateriality . 
That  the  soul  is  immaterial  cannot  be  doubted.  What  shape  is 
a  thought  ?  what  color  a  desire  ?  what  magnitude  an  affection? 
If  then  the  soul  is  immaterial,  7natcrial  laws  cannot  affect  its 
being  so  as  to  destroy  it.  Hence  death  which  belongs  to  ma- 
terial cannot  touch  it.  It  will  therefore  survive  the  sad  work 
of  the  "  king  of  terrors,"  the  decay  of  the  body.  If  it  sur- 
vive the  dissolution  of  the  body,  when  w^ill  it  die  ?  Is  it  not 
therefore  immortal  ? 

Again :  we  infer  and  argue  the  immortality  of  the  soul  from 
the  universal  desire  for  a  j^^rpetuation  of  existence.  Now 
search  the  world  over,  you  will  not  find,  perhaps,  a  single  soul 
who  desires  to  cease  to  be.  Even  the  suicide,  who,  in  his 
madness,  clutches  the  dagger  and  pierces  his  own  heart,  does 
not  so  much  desire  not  to  bo  as  he  docs  to  escape  from  what  he 
suffers.  It  is  not  his  existence  at  which  he  strikes,  but  the 
afflictions,  the  sorrows  of  life.  Cut  him  loose  from  the  suffering 
scenes  around  him ;  roll  back  the  dark  clouds  of  despair  from 
his  mind  and  let  hope's  bright  form  arise  there  and  gild  the 
future  with  her  orient  beams ;  stay  the  angry  tide  of  agony 
that  bears  down  and  wastes  his  soul  ;  and  turn  the  gentle 
streams  of  joy  and  peace  into  it,  and  he  will  cling  to  life  as  a 
fond  thing.  I  repeat  it,  there  is  a  universal  desire  for  a  per- 
petuation of  existence.  The  ancients  felt  this,  and  one  of  the 
most  learned  is  represented  as  asking,  "  Whence  this  longing 
after  immortality !"  This  desire  is  not  accidental,  nor  the 
result  of  education  nor  of  religious  dogmas.  It  was  implant- 
ed in  the  soul  by  the  great  Creator  ;  and,  therefore,  if  He  be 
true  to  himself,  points  to  immortality.    On  the  other  hand. 
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the  thought  of  annihilation.,  the  thought  that  I  shall  cease  to 
be,  is  the  most  dreary  and  repulsive  that  ever  crossed  the 
threshhold  of  reason.  What !  "will  there  ever  come  a  time 
when  I  shall  cease  to  be — shall  sink  back  to  my  original  noth- 
ingness, and  never,  72e?^er5  NEVER  exist  more?  There  is  a 
gloom,  a  death-like  coldness,  an  icy  sublimity  about  it  which 
chills  the  warm  heart's  blood  ;  and,  as  I  stand  beside  this 
precipice  and  look  down,  down  !  the  soul  recoils  with  instinc- 
tive horror  and  turns  to  the  cheering  hope  of  immortality  and 
shouts,  I  isliall  live  forever! 

The  word  of  God  clearly  reveals  and  fully  establishes  the 
immortality  of  the  soul.  The  declaration  of  Jehovah,  con- 
cerning the  Patriarchs,  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  several 
hundreds  of  years  after  they  had  passed  away  from  earth, 
that  He  was  their  God  ;  and,  yet,  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead 
but  of  the  living  ;  and  the  translations  of  Enoch  and  Elijah 
reveal  an  existence  beyond  the  tomb  and  imposingly  set  this 
momentous  truth  before  us.  The  whole  tenor  of  the  Savior's 
teaching,  the  sweet  lessons  he  gave,  the  lofty  moral  truths  he 
uttered,  cluster  around  the  same  point — assert  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul.  That  promise  v>-hich  gladdened  an  agoniz- 
ing dying  heart  and  made  the  exquisite  tortures  of  the  cross 
tolerable,  "  To-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradise,"  bring 
life  and  immortality  to  light.  The  assurances  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  the  Apostle's  heart,  that  to  depart  he  would  be  with 
Christ — that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dis- 
solved, we  have  a  building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  were  assurances  of  immortal- 
ity. In  the  sublime  visions  of  Pa tmos,  an  innumerable  com- 
pany who  had  gone  out  of  great  tribulation  and  washed  their 
robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  was 
seen  before  the  throne  of  God.  Once  they  were  toiling,  per- 
secuted men  and  women  in  this  world  of  probation,  but  have 
been  removed  to  another  sphere,  to  dwell  ''in  the  palace  of 
angels  and  God  "  forever.  The  soul  then  is  immortal.  Over- 
whelming thought !  we  shall  never  cease  to  be ;  we  have  com- 
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menced  an  existence  wliicli  will  only  be  measured  by  the  flight 
of  eternal  years  ! 

•'  Consider  the  primeval  woods  that  bristle  over  broad  Australia, 
And  count  their  autumn  leaves,  millions  multipled  by  millions ; 
Thence  look  up  to  a  moordess  sky  from  a  sleeping  isle  of  the  Egean, 
And  add  to  these  leaves,  yon  starry  host,  sparkling  on  the  midnight  num- 
berless. 

Thence  traverse  an  Arabia,  some  continent  of  eddying  sand,  [stars; 
Gather  each  grain,  let  none  escape,  add  them  to  the  leaves  and  to  the 
Afterwards  gaze  upon  the  sea,  the  thousand  leagues  of  an  Atlantic  ; 
Take  drop  by  drop,  and  add  their  sum,  to  the  grains  and  leaves  and  stars ; 
The  drops  of  ocean,  the  desert  sands,  the  leaves  and  stars  innumerable, 
All  would  reckon  but  an  instant,  a  transient  flash  of  time  ["hy  » 

Compared  with  the  intolerable  blaze,  the  measureless  enduring  of  Eter- 
O  grandest  gift  of  the  Creator — a  largess  worthy  of  a  God  ! 
Who  shall  grasp  that  thrilling  thought,  life  and  joy  forever  !'"* 

If  then  the  soul  is  immortal,  is  it  not  of  infiyiite  value,  of 
countless  price  ?  And  yet  "  how  unconcerned  we  go  upon  the 
brink  of  death."  Spirit  of  the  Eternal !  awaken  us  to  a  sense 
of  our  responsibility ! 

2.  We  have  some  knowledge  of  the  tuorth  of  the  soulfroiyi  its 
capacity  of  pleamre  or  aim.  If  the  soul  will  exist  forever, 
it  must  be  conscious  existence ;  for  an  existence  without  con- 
sciousness is  equivalent  to  no  existence  ;  nor  can  the  soul  exist 
without  consciousness.  It  is  therefore  capable  of  pleasure  or 
pain  ;  and  must  be  happy  or  miserable  according  to  the  ap- 
probation or  curse  of  the  Judge  of  all.  The  soul  will  know 
and  feel  in  eternity  as  it  knows  and  feels  here,  only  there  its 
sensibilities,  doubtless,  will  be  greatly  quickened.  The  joys 
of  heaven  v/ill  be  realized,  and  the  bright  scenes  shine  around 
as  blessed  realities.  The  new  Jerusalem,  its  jasper  walls,  its 
crystal  streams,  its  sea  of  glass,  its  streets  of  gold,  with  its 
shining  hosts  of  pure  spirits,  the  beatific  vision  and  the  out- 
beaming  glories  of  God  the  Father,  will  be  seen  and  enjoyed 
— will  thrill  the  soul  with  god-like  bliss.  Nor  will  the  exis- 
tence of  the  pit  of  woe — the  hell  of  the  sinner,  be  longer  doubt- 
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ed,  when  its  fearful  darkness  shall  gather  over  the  soul  as  a 
leath-pall  and  the  groans  of  its  suffering  millions  and  the  hiss 
:)f  its  burning  flames  and  the  howl  of  its  tempests  of  wrath 
shall  fall  on  the  ear.  The  soul  will  knoio  that  it  is  lost — lost 
without  hope,  and  feel  the  torment  the  smoke  of  which  will  as- 
cend up  forever  and  ever.  This  capacity  enhances  the  value 
of  the  soul :  a  capacity  which  will  expand  with  the  swelling 
joys  of  heaven's  exhaustless  fountain,  or  to  endure  the  ever- 
increasing  fury  of  the  storm-cloud  of  the  wrath  of  Omnipotence ! 

3.  We  have  some  hnoivledge  of  the  worth  of  the  soul  from 
its  vast  powers.  The  mind,  at  a  first  blank,  begins  to  think 
in  the  nursery,  and  gradually  expands  through  childhood  and 
riper  years,  till  it  is  filled  with  knowledge  and  becomes  preg- 
nant with  mighty  thoughts.  It  begins  to  expand  contemplat- 
ing a  toy,  then  a  landscape  of  a  few  acres  and  ascends  up 
through  nature's  works  to  nature's  God,  where  it  finds  a  field 
for  the  growth  and  sweep  of  its  powers  forever  !  There  is  a 
point,  however,  beyond  which  it  cannot  go ;  a  barrier  over 
which  it  will  never  leap.  That  barrier  will  be  movable  as  the 
mind  expands  but  it  will  never  pass  it.  It  never  can  grasp  the 
Infinite,  yet  will  know  niore  of  Him  throughout  eternity. 

Take  your  stand  beside  a  Newton  as  he  talks  of  suns  and 
systems  with  the  familiarity  that  the  school-boy  talks  of  his 
toys  ;  as  he  measures  the  distance  to  the  sun,  weighs  the  plan- 
ets, numbers  the  stars  and  unravels  the  simple  but  mysterious 
laws  by  which  all  physical  nature  is  held  together,  and  you 
will  be  impressed  with  the  vast  powers  of  the  soul  of  man. 

Or,  enter  the  study  of  a  Clarke,  of  him  of  whom  it  was  said 
he  was  an  ocean  of  learning,"  who  was  certainly  the  prince 
of  critical  commentators ;  as  he  travels  through  ancient  lore 
and  pours  light  upon  the  history  of  the  sacred  word,  or  enterg 
the  heaven-sent  record  and  brings  out  the  golden  dust  of  ite 
hidden  treasure — you  will  feel  that  there  is  a  mighty  "divinity 
that  stirs  within  us." 

Or,  take  your  stand  upon  some  elevated  hill-top  beside  a 
i^apoleon  as  the  battle  rages  in  the  plain  below.  Host  meets 
>iost  with  the  fierce  shock  of  contending  waves.    Here  the 
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-shouts  of  the  contending  batallions  are  heard  amid  the  wild 
?iproar  of  battle,  yonder  the  groans  of  the  dying.  All  iH  ox- 
■citement  save  Napoleon ;  calmly  he  surveys  the  scene,  and 
with  coolness  gives  out  his  orders.  With  intuitive  perception 
he  sees  the  key  to  victory  ;  his  Imperial  Guard  thunder  to  the 
<5harge  and  another  mighty  conquest  is  won.  In  the  vast  plane 
and  almost  superhuman  movements  of  this  collossal  mind  we 
have  an  exhibition  of  the  powers  *of  the  sojai  of  man. 

And  contemplate  the  astonishing  improvements  and  inven- 
tions of  the  present  day  ;  the  laboring  engine,  with  its  giant 
power  obedient  to  man's  will — the  swift-winged  lightning  Avhich 
he  has  tamed  and  made  his  news-carrier,  the  almost  perfected 
state  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  the  yet  onward  march  of 
the  mass  of  mind — and  will  you  doubt  that  vast  are  the  powers 
with  which  God  has  endowed  the  human  mind  ? 

And  Vv'ho  Vy^ill  lay  bounds  to  its  widening  circles,  and  say, 
thus  far  shalt  thou  come  and  here  shall  thy  proud  march  be 
stayed?  -Will  death  bo  its  goal?  the  terminus  of  its  expan- 
sive flights,  the  abyss  into  which  it  will  sink  in  eternal  uncon- 
sciousness ?  No,  no !  Death  is  but  the  messenger  of  heaven 
to  break  off  these  clayey  fetters  to  let  the  immortal  spirit  loos© 
to  soar  in  freedom  and  upward  circles  forever  !  Clarke  and 
Newton,  then,  knew  more  in  one  hour,  after  they  were  liberat- 
^ed  from  earth,  than  in  all  their  lives  long.  They  know  more 
now  than  all  the  wise  of  earth.  And  yet  they  have  but  enter- 
ed upon  the  threshhold  of  knowledge.  The  ocean  of  divine 
wisdom  lies  out  before  them  unexplored.  There  are  depths  of 
knowledge,  which  they  will  yet  fathom,  that  have  never  been 
sounded  by  an  angel's  plummet !  Heights  of  knowledge  unto 
which  they  will  yet  soar  that  have  never  been  found  by  a 
seraph's  wing  ! 

If,  then,  the  soul  of  man  possesses  such  vast  powers,  powers 
that  will  expand  forever,  is  it  not  of  incomparable  worth  ? 

4.  We  have  a  further  evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  soul  in 
the  ransom  price  lohich  was  paid  for  its  redemption.  This  is 
Heaven's  own  estimate  of  its  value.  In  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ, 
in  the  tragic  scene  of  Calvary,  God  has  published  to  the  uni- 
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Terse  that  nought  but  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God — of  God 
manifest  in  the  llosh,  could  ransom  the  soul  of  man.  Cast  up 
then  the  illimitable  treasures  of  divine  compassion  ;  analize 
the  love  with  which  God  so  loved  the  world,  and  you  will  have 
estimated  the  worth  of  the  soul.  Measure  the  untold  distance 
from  the  highest  throne  of  glory  to  the  deep  humility  of  the 
cross,  and  the  lonely  tomb ;  count  the  drops  of  bloody  sweat 
which  exuded  from  every  pore  of  the  suffering  Redeemer  in 
the  vale  of  Gethsemano ;  extract  the  shaft  of  divine  wrath 
which  pierced  his  trembling,  bleeding  heart  there,  and  stay  the 
tread  of  the  iijtole^^able  agony  that  passed  over  his  sinking 
soul  and  made  him  exclaim,  "My  soul  is  exceedingly  sorrow- 
ful even  unto  death  " — and  you  will  know  the  worth  of  the 
soul.  Fathom  the  deep  anguish  of  that  mind,  when,  as  the 
Father's  wrath  rolled  over  him  and  he  hung  alone  in  the  dark- 
ened universe,  he  cried  out,  "  My  God  !  my  God  !  why  hast 
tJiou  forsaken  me?"  and  the  question,  "What  is  a  soul  vrorth  ? 
will  be  solved. 

5.  We  have  anotlier  evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  soul  in  the  ef- 
forts put  for  tic  hj  heaven  and  hell  for  its  salvation  or  destruc- 
tion. The  ocean  of  divine  love  is  stirred  to  its  infinite  depths 
and  the  omnipotent  energies  of  the  Holy  Trinity  are  brought 
into  requisition  that  the  fallen  spirit  may  be  raised  to  heaven. 
The  flaming  Cherubim  and  Seraphim,  who  sang  on  creation's 
morn,  who  retired  in  silence  behind  the  throne  when  man  sin- 
ned, who  filled  the  universe  with  their  melody  when  a  Saviour 
was  born,  feel  a  thrill  of  new  joy  at  the  repentance  of  a  sin- 
ner, and  stoop  to  earth  to  minister  for  them  who  shall  be  heirs 
of  salvation.  On  the  other  hand,  hell  is  moved  to  lead  the 
soul  astray  from  God.  The  hosts  of  darkness  pursue  with 
ceaseless  vigilance  and  tempt  with  untiring  perseverance  the 
children  of  men,  and  when  one  poor  sinner  descends  into  hell, 
they  set  up  a  laugh  of  triumph  that  would  "  make  the  cheek 
of  darkness  pale."  Learn  then  from  the  strife  of  two  worlds  ; 
the  orracious  movinG:s  of  heaven  and  the  vriles  of  heil,  the  ines- 
timable  worth  of  the  soul. 

If  then,  ttc  soul  is  immortal,  has  commenced  au  existence 
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without  end ;  is  capacitated  for  high  joys  or  deep  anguish, 
possesses  vast  powers,  powers  that  will  ever  expand  to  know 
more  of  God — of  his  goodness  and  love,  or  of  liia  wrath  ;  was 
'•'redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,"  and 

 Keeps  two  worlds  at  strife 

Hell  moves  beneath  to  work  its  death 
Heaven  stoops  to  give  it  life/ ' 

who  can  tell  its  nature  !  and  what  is  a  m^.  profited  if  he  gain 
the  whole  world  and  lose  his  soul  ?  Or,  what^is  the  world  when 
put  in  competition  with  the  soul  ?  A^consuming  dross  to 
the  gold.  The  world,  all  it  has  of  pleasures,  riches,  honors, 
and  all  it  can  give,  when  put  in  the  scale  against  the  soul,  is 
as  the  light  down,  floating  in  air,  to  a  mountain  !  Nay  more  ; 
if  the  world  vrere  a  solid  mass  of  gold,  and  every  mountain 
were  a  mountain  of  pearl,  and  every  tree  and  bush  and  ,?pirc 
of  grass,  living  gems,  and  every  drop  of  ocean's  water  spark- 
ling diamonds,  "  the  astonishing  magnificence  "  Vv'ould  be  but  a 
drop  to  her !  If  all  the  suns  and  systems  on  high  were  brought 
together,  one  soul  would  outweigh  them  all."  They  have  no 
mind,  no  consciousness  to  serve  and  glorifj^  their  Creator, 
The  soul  has.  They  have  not  been  redeemed  by  the  precious 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  soul  has.  They  will  perish  in 
the  wreck  of  nature  ;  the  soul,  never  !  0,  how  foolish  then, 
how  exceedingly  insane,  to  barter  the  soul  for  a  moment's 
pleasure,  for  paltry  gain.  We  can  now  clearly  understand 
the  import  of  the  passage,  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul 
shall  be  required  of  thee."  What  is  a  man  profited  if  lie  shall 
gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  oivn  soul  ? 

III.  We  SHALL  NOTICE  THIRDLY  THE  FEARFUL  IMPORT  OF 

THE  PHRASE  LOSE  HIS  OWN  SOUL.  "\''hat  is  implied  in  this 
language  ?  What  is  lost  an  i  suffered  in  losing  the  soul  ?  As 
the  soul  is  the  sensitive,  immortal  part  of  man,  to  lose  the  soul 
is  to  lose  self,  to  lose  all ;  a  thought,  vvhich,  however  self  evi- 
dent, is  strangely  overlooked  by  some,  or  steadily  banished 
from  the  mind  by  others.  To  lose  the  soul,  in  the  fearful  lan- 
guage of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  to  be  ''  driven  from  the  presence 
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jf  the  Lord  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power,"  to  be  "pmiish- 
}d  with  evcrhisting  destruction,"  to  ^'depart"  accursed  "in- 
to  everlasting  fire,"  to  be  "cast  into  a  Vdke  that  burns  with 
fire  tind  brimstone  forever." 

The  man  then  who  loses  his  soul,  first  of  all  loses  the  tcorld. 
Had  he  toiled  for  its  riches  ;  he  leaves  them  all  behind.  Was 
he  a  man  of  pleasure  ?  did  he  eat  and  drink  and  make  merr}^  ? 
The  merry  laugh  is  turned  into  the  howl  of  despair,  and  plea- 
sure, into  a  barbed  arrovf.  Had  he  trod  the  battle  fields  of 
\irth  a  conqueror  ?  ^built  his  throne  upon  the  bleeding  hearts 
ji  millions  and  swayed  a  scepter  of  iron  over  the  fallen  ?  His 
.scepter  is  broken  now,  and  his  heart  the  throne  of  regret  and 
augmenting  sorrows.  Had  he  gained  the  loftiest  pinnacle  of 
fame  and  wove  his  garland  of  the  fairest  flowers  of  earth  ?  All 
is  lost.  V^as  he  learned  ?  was  his  mind  filled  with  the  lore  of 
earth  ?  He  is  now  a  "gloomy  wilderness  of  dying  thought." 
The  world  is  lost  I  lost  forever. 

But  this  is  not  all,  he  loses  heaven.  Amid  the  wayward- 
ness and  corruptions  of  this  world,  the  pursuits  of  pleasure 
and  honor,  the  revciings  of  debauch  or  the  path  of  glory,  tho 
mind  often  falls,  the  unsatisfied  desires  after  happiness  burn 
within  and  the  soul  turns  towards  the  Paradise  of  God  and 
longs  to  gain  its  pure  and  lofty  joys.  Though  skeptical  and 
enamored  with  the  world's  bliss,  at  times  "  in  the  stilly 
night"  or  lonely  hour,  thoughts  of  the   future  steal  over 

.he  soul  and  it  desires  to  break  the  fetters  which  bind  it 
:o  unsubstantial  things  and  soar  away  to  be  at  rest.  But  the 
current  of  worldly  pleasure  sweeps  it  away  and  it  loses  sight 
if  tho  heavenly  port ;  in  the  wilderness  it  falls  and  never  sees 

he  land  of  promise.  At  the  burning  throne  of  Omnipotent 
Justice  it  meets  the  stern  sentence  and  fearful  doom  "  depart 
from  me  ye  cursed  into  everlasting  fire  !"  Then,  on  golden 
hinges  turn  the  heavenly  gates  shutting  in  from  its  vision  and 
mjoyment,  the  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  the  fullness  of  joy 
:ind  plea^jures  forever  more  ;  the  rest,  exempt  from  all  the  woes 
and  sorrows  of  life,  from  fear  and  death,  where  the  mind  cx)n- 
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templates  the  mighty  works  of  God  in  creation's  woiMlors,  the 
mysterious  evolutions  of  Providence  and  the  unfitthorriahh! 
depths  of  Avisdom  and  love  in  Redemption's  glorious  scheme — 
where  the  soul  hums  with  adoring  love  or  trembles  witli  full- 
ness of  joy  and  drinks  of  the  hright  gushing  streain  af  God's 
own  bliss — it  turns  away  an  accursed  wanderer  and  sinks  trv 
its  own  place — the  blackness  of  darkness  forever  !  Yv  hat !  to 
be  shut  out  of  heaven  ?  to  be  driven  away^from  the  presence 
of  the  God  of  love,  and  the  society  of  tire  gdod  and  bappy 
Can  there  be  any  hell  beyond  it  ?  Will  it  not  pierce  the  soul 
through  with  unutterable  regrets  and  anguish  forever  ?. 

What,  to  be  banished  from  my  Lordy 

And  yet  forbid  to  die  : 
To  linger  in  eternal  pain 

And  death  forever  fly! 

0!  wretched  state  of  deep  despair, 

To  see  my  God  remove, 
And  fix  ray  doleful  station  where 

I  must  not  taste  his  love ! 

Overwhelming  thought,  heaven  is  lost !  lost  forever  !  . 

But  beyond  this,  the  loss  of  the  world,  the  loss  of  heaven, 
the  soul  will  he  ''tormented  day  and  rdglit forever  and  ever.'' 
The  rich  man  "  in  hell  lifited  up  his  eyes  being  in  torments." 
What  are  those  "torments?"  Who  can  enumerate  or  fathom 
them  ?  They  are  too  profound  or  deep  and  fearful  for  my 
faltering  tongue.  Sejjaration  from  God  ;  an  QYQv-hurning  de- 
sii'e  for  happiness  which  can  never  be  realized  ;  confinement 
within  the  prison  walls  of  the  bottomless  pit ;  the  society  of  the 
corrupt,  of  the  vile,  and  of  demons  ;  the  gnaivings  o?  tho  worm 
that  v/ill  never  die,  and  the  burning  of  the  ure  that  shall  never 
be  quenched  :  the  fierce  conflict  and  assaults  of  the  brood  of 
hellish  passions  ^yhich.  will  be  turned  loose  to  war  an  eternal 
war  with  the  soul ;  the  hoarse  laugh  of  triumph  and  mockery 
of  devils  over  the  fall  and  folly  and  wretchedness  of  the  suflx^r- 
ing  soul,  and  the  "  black  despair  which  will  ever  hover  over 
the  fallen  and  flap  its  raven- wings  and  foretell  an  eternity  of 
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woe  I"  These,  these  are  some  of  the  "  torments  "  of  the  lost 
soul.  "  It  burns  continually,  yet  unconsumed  ;  forever  wastes, 
yet  endures  still ;  dies  perpetually,  yet  never  dead!"  The 
torments  of  hell  !  what  are  they  ?  If  all  the  sufferings  of  all 
time  were  ''fused  into  one  pang,"  it  would  not  be  hell.  "  It 
is  an  evcr-greatening  sense  of  ill  and  woe,  forever  crushing 
down  the  soul,  but  filling  never  its  infinite  capacity  of  pain  !" 
''  It  is  more  thari^th^ocean  heaped  into  a  single  surge  I" 

Above  all,  t)ia  pimi^hment  of  the  lost  soid  is  eternal.  As 
lop.g  as  God  exists  ol*  eternity  endures  will  it  continue.  These 
shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the  righteous 
into  life  eternal.  The  terms  everlasting  and  eternal  are  in  the 
Greek,  Syriac  and  Latin,  the  same.  Literally  translated  the 
passage  would  read  thus :  these  shall  go  away  into  eternal 
piinisJiment,  but  the  righteous  into  eternal  life.  If  therefore 
the  life  of  the  righteous  will  be  unending,  their  bliss  and  glory 
eternal ;  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  must  be  eternal.  They 
will  be  cast  into  a  lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimstone,"  "  and 
the  smoke  of  their  torment  will  ascend  up  forever  and  ever.'' 
Oh,  hope  destroying,  soul-crushing  thought,  that 

•'This  torment  will  transcend 

The  reach  of  time,  despair  a  distant  end; 
With  dreadful  growth  shoot  forward  and  arise, 

Where  thought  can't  follow  and  bold  fancy  dies  I 
And  must  I  lie  in  torturing  despair, 

As  many  years  as  atoms  in  the  air. 
When  these  are  gone,  as  many  millions  more, 

As  grains  of  sand  which  crowd  the  ebbing  shore. 
When  these  are  gone,  as  many  to  ensue 

As  blades  of  grass  on  hill  and  dale  that  grew  ; 
When  these  are  gone,  as  many  still  behind 

As  leaves  of  forest  shaken  by  the  wind  ; 
When  these  are  gone,  as  many  on  the  march 

As  midnight  lamps  that  gild  the  starry  arch, 
When  these  are  gone,  as  many  millions  more. 

As  moments  in  the  millions  gone  before. 
When  all  these  doleful  years  are  spent  in  pain, 

And  multiplied  by  myriads  again 
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Till  numbers  drown  the  tliought :  could  I  suppose, 
That  then  my  wretched  life  would  find  a  close, 

This  would  afford  some  ease.    But  oh  I  shiver ! 
At  the  intensely  dreadful  sound  forever!'- 

0  !  who  can  lie  down  in  everlasting  burning  ?  who  can  endure 
eternal  fire  ?  '^U 

What,  then,  the  question  finally  recurs,  what  is  a  man  pro- 
fited, if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and  ^eB^vhis  own  soul? 
Nothing,  absolutely  nothing.  Nay,  intryingjo^gain  the  world 
at  the  hazard  of  the  soul,  he  had  lost  nl)/^c^-orld"s  plea- 
sures and  heaven's  bliss  and  has  brought  iipon  himself  keen, 
overwhelming,  unending  sorrows  !  And  vrmvfe-^i^r  Ac  profited 
who  gains  but  a  millionth  part — a  mere  pittance  of  this  world, 
and  yet  loses  his  ovrn  soul  ?  And  oh  how  many  millions  there 
are  who  cannot  hope  to  gain  even  this  and  yet  bring  upon 
themselves  swift  destruction — sell  their  souls  for  nought ! 
Strange  infatuation  !  stupendous  folly  of  dying  men  I 

What,  then,  Ave  ask  in  conclusion,  is  the  true  policy  of  man 
as  a  probationary  being  ?  what  the  course  of  conduct  he  should 
pursue  as  a  candidate  for  immortality  ?  To  live  for  worldly 
pleasures?  or  gain?  or  fame  ?  Let  Him,  wlio  loves  us,  an- 
swer !  whose  eye,  at  a  glance,  takes  in  all  of  earthly  good  and 
the  mighty  realities  of  eternity — the  bliss  of  heaven,  the  woe 
of  hell :  Seek  jir%t  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness. 
Yes,  my  friends,  this  is  the  true  policy  of  man;  the  only  way 
of  wisdom  and  safety.  And  could  I  dip  my  pencil  in  a  sun- 
beam, I  would  write  this  sentence  in  burning  letters  along  the 
pathway  and  over  the  doors  of  all ;  I  would  write  it  upon  the 
fleshly  table  of  every  heart :  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness.  And  the  man  who  acts  in  -contravention  of 
this  ;  who  pursues  the  phantom-pleasures  of  this  world,  is  like 
the  little-boy  who  chases  the  butterfly  upon  the  crumbling 
verge  of  a  precipice.  Eager  for  the  gaudy  treasure,  he  rushes 
forward  and  falls  to  rise  no  more.  Or,  who  lives  for  happiness 
here,  is  like  the  man  who  lies  dov^^n  for  repose  upon  the  open- 
ing chasm  of  the  thundering  earthquake.  Or,  who  lives  for 
worldly  gain,  is  like  him  who  gathers  his  family  and  his  trea- 
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surcti  about  him  and  bailds  his  house  upon  the  moving  sand* 
of  the  ocean's  beach.  When  the  rains  descend  and  the  winds 
blow  and  the  mighty  waves  beat  against  it,  it  is  swept  away, 
and  in  consternation  and  despair  he  exclaims,  My  God,  all  is 
lost !  *  *  *  0,  sinner,  come  a  way  from  that  precipice,  come 
away  from* those  crumbling  sands,  turn  thee  to  thy  God  ;  and 
let  the  answer  we  have  given  to  this  momentous  question,  to- 
day, be  the  only^oa^  you  will  ever  know  t 

/""^ 
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BY  THE  REV.  W.  A.  DUNCAN, 
Appointed  hy  the  Indian  Mission  Confer mce. 


''But  if  we  walk  in  the  light  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have-  fellowship 
one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us  from 
all  sin."    I.John  i.  7. 

In  passing  before  you  the  characters  of  the  men  that  have  act- 
ed a  part  upon  the  vast  stage  of  the  worhl,  ever  and  anon  you 
perceive  one  around  whom  gathered  the  responsibilities  of  the 
age  in  which  he  lived,  while  it  was  his  to  control  the  destinies 
of  subsequent  generations.  In  spreading  abroad  the  world's  re- 
formation under  the  ministry  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  none, 
save  one,  engaged  in  the  great  work,  seems  to  call  forth  our  ad- 
miration more  than  the  author  of  this  epistle.  If  it  was  the  tal- 
ent of  some  to  crush  the  strong  holds  of  sin  and  error  with  thun- 
ders of  argument  and  eloquence,  it  was  his  to  speak  the  soft 
words  of  meekness  and  love — to  melt  away  the  prejudice  of  the 
heart,  and  fling  a  spell  of  hallowed  influence  around  the  soul, 
that  drew  the  afiections  away  from  earth  to  heaven.  Having 
caught  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  his  Master,  he  was  well  prepared 
for  such  a  work.  "Where  is  the  obduracy  that  will  not  feel  un- 
der the  touches  of  his  tenderness  ? 

This  Apostle  was  specially  honored  by  our  Savior.  Admitted 
to  the  closest  intimacy  with  him,  and  being  chosen  to  witness  in 
the  life  of  the  Son  of  God  those  peculiar  developments  of  divinity 
23 
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and  glory,  he  was  quite  ready  to  become  his  biographer — to 
transmit  his  precepts  to  mankind,  and  to  receive  the  last  dis- 
closure from  heaven  concerning  those  grand  events  of  moment 
to  the  vrorld — the  rise  and  fall  of  empires,  the  prosperity  and 
declension  of  states,  as  well  as  the  travail  and  final  triumph  of 
the  Church,  amid  the  wreck  of  thrones  and  ruin  of  nations.  But 
the  ves^^'s  being  honored  is  no  reason  it  should  not  risk  the 
dangers  of  the  deep.  Rather  its  strength  is  evinced  amid 
storms  and  breiike^.  John  was  called  to  pass  through  those 
scenes  of  trial,  Widii,  as  far  as  we  can  look  into  the  divine  plan, 
are  favorably  and  's^mingly  essential  to  a  discovery  of  the  power 
and  goodness' ^f^^jd  in  the  training  of  his  servants.  His  brother 
murdered  by  the  hand  of  Herod  and  himself  banished  by  Domi- 
tian  to  Patmos,  he  saw  through  the  mist  of  the  future,  as  the 
iEgean  waves  surround  him,  the  tide  of  human  aifairs,  dark  and 
troubled,  heave  upon  the  eternal  strand  where  the  refluent  surges 
leave  the  Christian's  bark  at  shore.  And,  as  the  amazing  vision 
brightened,  and  he  gazed  upon  a  new  world  of  grandeur  rising 
from  the  ashes  of  the  old,  and  knew  that  the  "  sons  of  God  " 
should  inherit  its  bliss,  it  is  no  wonder  that,  in  the  transport  of 
his  soul,  he  speaks  with  such  simple  confidence  to  the  Church, 
and,  for  the  comfort  and  encouragement  of  its  members,  lays 
down  rules  by  which  they  might  determine  the  true  state  of  their 
souls,  and  presents  to  their  minds  their  great  privilege,  even 
while  in  this  world,  namely,  fellowship  with  the  Father  and 
with  his  son  Jesus  Christ,"  as  well  as  with  one  another,  and  of 
being    cleansed  from  all  sin." 

As  this  is  said  to  be  the  privilege  of  those  who  "  walk  in  the 
light  as  he  iy  in  the  light,"  it  is  essential  to  an  adequate  under- 
standing of  the  subject  to  know  what  is  meant  by,  "  He  is  in  the 
light,"  "Walk  in  the  light,"  "Fellowship  one  with  another"  and 
"  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  from  sin."  Then 

I.    G-od  is  said  to  be  "IN  the  light." 

When  vre  attempt  to  look  into  the  things  of  the  Almighty, 
how  the  soul  is  overwhelmed  by  a  sense  of  the  truth  of  this 
scripture,  "  Without  controversy  great  is  the  m3^stery  of  god- 
liness !"    And  the  more  the  man  would  push  his  inquiries  the 
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more  he  feels  as  a  child  upon  the  shore,  that  strives  to  bring 
within  the  range  of  his  vision  the  entire  fields  of  ocean  !  "  Canst 
thou  bj  searching  find  out  God  ?  Canst  thou  find  out  the  Al- 
mighty to  perfection  ?  It  is  high  as  heaven ;  what  canst  thou 
do  ?  It  is  as  deep  as  hell ;  what  canst  thou  know  V  With  him 
there  is  an  infinity  that  never  may  be  known  by  any  creature, 
and  must  remain  among  the  secret  things  "  of  his  Wunsels. 
Although  it  may  please  him  to  reveal  enough  of  himself  to  his 
creatures  to  consummate  their  bliss,  yet  thpre  ire  heights  and 
depths  that  must  remain  forever  unexplored  eten  by  the  angel 
of  boldest  wing.  What  a  humiliating  refl£Ction  !  c  Enough  to 
prostrate  all  creatures — universal  being  in  speechless  awe  be- 
fore the  throne,  that  so  little  may  be  known  of  the  deep  things 
of  God  !  But  there  are  some  revealed  things  "  his  creatures 
may  know.  There  are  many  truths,  which,  like  bubbles  pushed 
from  ocean's  bosom,  may  be  seen  floating  on  the  surface  of  the 
great  deep  of  eternal  truths.  From  the  height  of  essential  dig- 
nity and  unoriginated  excellence  he  condescends  to  look  upon 
man — poor,  sinful,  degraded  man,  whose  foundation  is  in  the 
dust — and  to  make  some  discoveries  of  himself  to  charm  us  to 
the  skies.  This  stoop  of  mercy  is  made  more  attractive  when 
we  see  that  he,  in  communicating  with  man,  accommodated 
himself  to  the  frailty  of  our  nature.  There  is  an  exemplifica- 
tion of  this  low  sweep  of  his  gcoiness  in  the  text,  to  which,  if 
we  give  heed,  we  shall  do  well.  And  may  the  Spirit  of  God 
give  us  light ! 

1.  Human  language,  being  a  collection  of  those  arbitrary 
signs  of  things  as  perceived  by  the  mind,  is  the  principal 
means  of  reaching  the  understanding,  and  is  adopted  by  the 
general  agreement  of  mankind  for  the  sake  of  convenience  in 
facilitating  social  intercourse,  or  of  communicating  from  one  to 
another,  thus  forming  the  great  medium  of  universal  fellowship 
among  the  species.  But  from  the  imperfection  of  language, 
arising,  perhaps  from  the  imperfection  of  man  himself,  it  seems 
to  have  been  necessary,  in  order  to  express  a  multitude  of  per- 
ceptions or  ideas,  to  introduce  a  figurative  manner  of  speech, 
comparing  one  thing  with  another — those  things  we  are  to  be 
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taught  with  those  we  have  already  learnt,  thus  forming  a  sort 
of  highway  that  we  may  step  from  known  to  unknown  things. 
Although  metaphor  is  often  used  by  those  fond  of  gathering 
flowers  merely  as  ornamental,  it  seems  to  be  clear,  that  it  was 
at  first  brought  into  use  by  the  effort  of  the  mind  to  disburden 
Itself,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  force  to  expression — for  the 
purpose"*^  setting  things  fonth  in  the  clearest  possible  light, 
which,  perhaps  is  the  only  force  there  is  in  language.  "  How 
forcible  are  rigS^^ords  !"  Language  seems  to  lie  alongside 
the  things  of  nature  as  far  as  they  have  been  explored  by  hu- 
man effort,^tt, Another  words,  it  seems  to  depend  on  them  for 
its  being,  in  an  imptejf  tant  sense,  owing  to  the  relation  between 
it  and  th«  things  of  nature.  It  is  only  with  reference  to  these 
tkat  language  is  used. 

If  these  notions  be  correct,  it  is  easy  to  see  the  vastly  impor- 
tant office  that  language  must  perform  in  those  things  upon 
which  our  present  welfare  and  future  happiness  are  suspended 
— knowledge  of  God,  the  requirements  of  his  government  over 
the  corruption  and  imbecility  of  our  nature,  the  atonement  by 
the  sacrifice  of  the  Eternal  Son, — the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  his  operation  in  our  regeneration  and  comfort,  and,  final- 
ly, of  the  "  eternal  weight  of  glory  "  ^' that  shall  be  revealed 
in  us  "  during  "  the  ages  to  come," 

2.  And,  if,  in  unfolding  the  deep  counsels  of  His  own  mind, 
by  advancing  the  stupendous  schemes  of  His  own  hand,  the 
Most  High  should  see  proper  to  make  a  revelation  of  Himself 
to  man,  it  may  be  an  admissible  presumption,  that  He  to  be 
consistent  with  His  own  nature  and  dignity.  He  would  be  pleas- 
ed to  communicate  such  disclosure  to  the  world  in  the  dialect 
generally  understood  by  the  persons  addressed ;  or  else  it  would 
be  no  revelation  at  all,  and  better  would  it  be  to  depend  upon 
the  voice  of  nature  for  a  declaration  of  heaven's  will,  than  up- 
on that  which  is  more  ambiguous  or  less  understood.  If,  on 
the  night  of  the  Savior's  nativity,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  " 
that  appeared  unto  the  shepherds  had  breathed  forth  the  pure 
language  of  heaven,  that  is  probably  used  by  the  Father  and 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  together  with  the  seraphic  throng 
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that  burn  in  light  and  glory  in  the  divine  presence,  comparing 
the  things  of  heaven  with  those  in  heaven,  the  poor  herdsmen 
on  the  mighty  plain  had  been  surprised  in  vain.  For  although 
"  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them  "  the  beam  of 
light  from  the  presence  of  God,  "  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in 
the  city  of  David  a  Savior,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord,"  had  nev- 
er penetrated  their  darkened  minds,  and  flung  its  radiance  as 
streams  of  joy  along  the  horizon  of  their  skies.  But  when  the 
messenger  speaks  familiar  words,  "  Fear  not,"  their  fear  sub- 
sides, and  their  hearts  are  filled  with  joy  as  they  hang  with  a 
clear  understanding  upon  the  words  of  melting  intelligence. 

3.  This  part  of  the  text  is  a  metaphor,  and  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  appropriate  in  any  language  to  express,  so  as  to  be 
understood  by  man  as  far  as  possible,  the  true  idea  of  the  di- 
vine omniscience.  Although  the  scriptures  that  represent  the 
Almighty  as  dwelling  in  light  may  have  reference  to  the  divine 
perfections,  as  seems  to  be  the  meaning  of  St.  Paul  in  1  Tim. 
VI.  16,  yet  we  think  from  the  context,  as  well  as  from  what 
seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  the  Apostle  in  writing  the  e- 
pistle,  that  the  clause  under  consideration  relates  more  direct- 
ly to  the  attribute  before  named.  Then  the  phrase  is  not  to 
be  understood,  according  to  its  most  vulgar  import,  that  God 
dwells  in  that  element  of  nature  called  light ;  because  this' 
would  be  no  proper  idea  of  him  ;  for  "  the  darkness  and  the 
light  are  both  alike  "  to  Him.  Then  to  dwell  in  the  light  in 
this  sense  is  the  same  as  to  dwell  in  the  darkness,  which  would 
"Convey  a  greatly  difierent  idea. 

It  is  a  common  metaphor  in  the  best  language  to  resemble 
ignorance  to  darkness  and  knowledge  to  light.  And  with 
what  effect  it  is  done  !  Darkness  that  amounts  to  a  loss  of  sight 
obscures  the  vforks  of  nature  with  all  their  beauty  from  the 
mind,  and  the  individual  is  left  to  strive  in  vain  for  entertain- 
ment with  materials  furnished  through  other  media.  lie  is 
left  destitute  of  the  noblest  conceptions  of  things,  to  content 
himself  with  his  meager  intellectual  store.  So  he  who  is  doo- 
med to  the  dark  reign  of  ignorance,  having  in  his  mind  a  per- 
fect blank  as  regards  a  knowledge  of  things  generally,  is  des- 
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titute  of  those  nobler  developments  of  our  nature — is  dead'  to 
the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  world  of  truth  !  His  mind  is 
all  darkness.  Like  the  mole  that  never  looks  upon  the  face 
of  the  sun,  he  never  dreams  there  is  a  world  of  light  just  above 
his  dark  abode. 

Through  the  medium  of  light  we  perceive  things,  or  rather, 
light  discovers  them  to  us.  "  Whatsoever  maketh  manifest  is 
light."  Consistent  with  this  definition  our  blessed  Saviour 
says,  "I  am  come  a  light  into  the  world  ;"  and  again.  As 
long  as  I  am  in  the  world  I  am  the  light  of  the  world."  That 
is  I  am  come  a  Teacher  into  the  world,  and  as  long  as  I  am  in 
the  world  I  am  its  light ;  because  to  teach  is  to  make  manifest" 
Also  consistent  with  this  definition,  it  is  said  by  our  Apostle, 
that  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all."  God 
is- the  great  Teacher  of  all  intelligences.  Long  before  crea- 
tion rose  into  being,  in  Himself  reposed  all  the  treasure  of 
knowledge.  And,  when  for  purposes  of  His  own  glory,  wor- 
thy the  volition  of  the  Most  High,  He  saw  proper  to  "  make 
manifest "  "  His  eternal  power  and  Godhead,"  at  His  nod  cre- 
ation amid  the  dark  and  "  formless  infinite,"  rose  into  being, 
when  the  "  morning  stars  sung  together,  and  all  the  sons  of 
God  shouted  for  joy."  A  little  posterior  to  this  sublime  man- 
ifestation we  see  the  grand  moral  deduced.  As  the  invisible 
kingdom  of  Christ  rose  out  of  the  old  theocracy  of  Jews,  so  we 
see  a  glorious  moral  creation  rising  above  the  old  material  fab- 
ric, that  shall  "  manifest  "  forever  the  "  manifold  goodness  of 
God."  0  what  a  manifestation  is  this  !  God  says  let  there 
be  light,"  and  knowledge  shall  increase,  till  the  "  earth  bo 
full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." 
Then  the  light  that  now  seems  to  flare  and  |>;leam,  like  mete- 
ors on  the  midnight  sky,  will  have  gathered  the  splendor  of  a 
sun,  whose  effulgent  robe  shall  mantle  the  world. 

4.  But  it  is  said  in  the  text  that  He  is  in  the  liojht." 
There  is  but  one  step  from  what  has  been  said  to  a  clear  un- 
derstandmg  of  this.  It  has  been  shown,  consistent  with  our 
definition,  that  a  teacher  is  said  to  be  light,  A  shade  differ- 
ent from  this  are  we  to  understand  the  clause  under  con- 
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sideration.  While  it  may  be  said  with  much  propriety,  that 
a  teacher,  from  the  office  he  performs  as  such,  "  makes  man- 
ifest "  and  is  therefore  light,  it  may  be  said,  from  the  true  na- 
ture of  the  case,  with  perhaps  a  great  deal  more  fitness,  that 
knowledge  makes  manifest  and  is  therefore  light ;  for  this 
seems  to  be  the  true  philosophy  of  the  matter.  It  is  the  knowl- 
edge of  things  that  makes  them  manifest  to  the  soul.  Our  Sa- 
vior said  to  his  auditors,  "  work  while  you  have  the  light," 
that  is,  serve  God  while  you  have  the  knowledge.  St.  Paul 
speaks  of  his  being  sent  to  turn  the  Gentiles  from  ^'  darkness 
to  light  "  i.  e.  from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  true  God,  their  redemption  by  Christ,  and  all  conse- 
quent blessings. 

II.  What  is  meant  by  "walk  in  the  light." 

Many  are  the  metaphors  used  to  express  the  true  idea  of  ha- 
man  life.  Poets  have  ransacked  the  treasures  of  language, 
and  twisted  their  phrases  into  a  thousand  forms  to  clothe  the 
idea  in  expressive  numbers.  But,  although  some  may  be  more 
poetic  and  adapted  to  the  taste  of  the  romantic,  there  is  none 
that  in  fact  more  properly  represents  life  than  that  which  likens 
it  to  a  journey,  that  must  be  performed  on  foot.  He  who  must 
plod  the  full  length  of  this  tedious  road  meets  v/ith  too  many 
realities  to  fancy  it  all  an  illusion — a  mere  fashionable  plea- 
snre  jaunt. 

But  in  the  text  the  term  is  applied  more  particularly  to  the 
moral  conduct  of  man.  Although  the  ways  of  providence  are 
mysterious  beyond  conception,  we  are  taught  that  it  is  our  wis- 
dom to  be  quiet  and  wait  the  developments  of  His  sovereign 
will.  Though  we  may  not  see  the  reason  of  His  conduct,  we 
should  not  presumptuously  ask,  what  doest  thou  ?  but  rest 
content  with  the  knowledge  that  though  "  clouds  and  darkness 
are  round  about  Him  ;  righteousness  and  judgment  are  the 
habitation  of  His  throne."  The  moral  situation  of  man  may 
be  placed  among  the  mysteries  of  His  counsels.  "  Why  is 
light  given  to  a  man  whose  way  is  hid,  and  whom  God  hath 
hedged  in  ?"  For  it  is  admitted  by  all  wha  receive  the  Bible 
as  a  revelation  from  God,  that  man,  thongh  surrounded,  with 
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all  the  helps  and  props  necessary  to  a  maintenance  of  his  moral 
rectitude,  is  nevertheless  placed  in  such  a  state  as  admits  of 
the  possibility  of  his  defection  into  a  train  of  prohibited  con- 
duct, that  may  draw  upon  him  the  severe  penalty  of  God's  law 
in  all  its  broad  extent.  It  is  also  admitted,  that  those  who 
walk  without  the  light  brought  to  view  in  the  text,  as  an  in- 
evitible  consequence,  "  walk  in  darkness  "  hastily  down  the 
"  broad  road  that  leads  to  death  "  "  where  their  worm  dieth 
not  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched."  Though  we  may  not  now 
know  what  the  Master  does,  we  shall  know  hereafter. 

1.  It  has  been  intimated  already,  that  to  "  vralk  in  the 
light  "  is  the  same  as  to  walk  in  or  according  to  knowledge^- 
to  tread  with  willing  feet  the  pathway  discovered  by  God's 
word.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked,  that  it  is  possible  for 
men  to  be  greatly  deceived  respecting  their  religious  walk. 
Indeed  the  history  of  the  past  proves  that  there  is  more  than 
a  possibility  of  this  ;  for  many  are  the  instances  where  they 
have  abandoned  the  "  true  light,"  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
will  of  God  as  revealed  in  his  word,  and  yielding  themselves 
up  to  the  guidance  of  fancy,  feeling,  or  visions,  have  "made 
shipwreck  of  faith."  Here  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  snares 
of  Satan.  See  its  gloomy  consequences  in  the  theosophism 
that  has  sprung  up  in  nearly  all  ages  of  the  Church.  Men 
thought  they  were  taught  of  God  irrespective  of  His  word. 
Behold  the  fruit  of  this  error  in  the  train  of  Mahomed.  Like 
the  burning  sand  of  the  desert,  this  delusion  forever  prevents 
the  germination  and  growth  of  the  seeds  of  truth.  Nor  Avas 
the  Church  under  the  despotism  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  when 
the  Pope  would  claim  absolute  infallibility  in  things  pertaining 
to  faith,  less  free  from  those  ghostly  superstitions  that  infested 
the  murky  ceils  of  the  cloister.  And  in  the  very  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  when  all  are  just  ready  to  proclaim,  that 
error  is  banished  from  the  earth,  we  are  called  upon  to  witness 
the  ravages  of  this  delusion  in  the  case  of  the  disciples  of  him 
^of  Nauvoo,  as  well  as  in  the  followers  of  Miller.  When  we 
•once  abandon  the  written  word  of  God,  the  true  revelation  of 
his  will  to  man,  and  talk  as  the  prophets  of  Zwickaw,  "  What 
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is  the  use  of  such  application  to  the  Bible  ?  It  is  only  tlio 
spirit  that  can  enlighten  !  God  himself  speaks  to  us  and  shows 
us  what  to  do  and  what  to  say  !"  we  extinguish  our  light,  cast 
a-way  our  sword  aind  are  "led  captive  by  the  devil  at  his  will." 
Even  the  Son  of  God,  when  tempted  by  the  devil,  hekl  up  the 
word  of  God  and  said,  "  thus  it  is  written," 

2.  Philosophy  is  the  boast  of  the  world.  But  in  vain  does 
it  strive  with  its  dim  light  to  mark  the  way  to  happiness  and 
heaven.  In  vain  do  we  frequent  this  oracle  of  antiquity  to  be 
•instructed  in  things  pertaining  to  our  spiritual  interest.  Its 
responses  are  too  dependent  on  the  ruined  powers  of  th^  human 
mind,  and,  therefore,  too  ambiguous  or  uncertain  to  bo  adopted 
as  the  great  revealer  of  the  relation^f,  duties,  and  priyileges  of 
man.  The  subject  of  man's  daty  to  man,  as  well  as  his  rela- 
tion to  the  higher  powers,  has  been  one  of  contemplation  and 
inquiry  to  men  of  the  greatest  energies  of  mind  in  all  ages, 
•and  where  is  the  school,  after  all  the  labor  expended,  that  has 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  become  the  benefactor  of  the  yace,  in 
presenting  the  world  v^ith  a  code  of  morals  or  religion,  com- 
bining at  the  same  time  a  sufficiency  of  motive  and  authority 
■to  secure  obedience  and  to  result  in  the  great  end  proposed  ? 
Alas  !  for  the  glory  of  the  orb  that  shone  but  dimly  in  its  boi^ 
ffowed  rays  I  If  we  may  take  the  confession  of  ages  on  this, 
ras  it  is  always  done  respecting  other  facts,  we  are  urged  to  the 
eonclusion,  that  there  is  a  mysterious  exigency  in  the  nature 
*of  man  that  can  never  be  properly  provided  for  and  rightly 
treated  by  the  discoveries  of  man's  wisdom.  The  most  enlight- 
ened and  improved  nations  have  shown  a  recklessness  in  morale, 
and  expressed  themselves  in  keeping  with  this  spirit :  I  n  ill 
avenge  all  injuries  accordingly  as  I  am  provoked  by  any." 

But  if  we  admit,  which  we  think  is  fi^r  from  being  the  case, 
that  reason,  unaided  by  the  light  that  comes  from  the  throne 
of  God,  is  able,  by  consulting  the  wants  of  man,  or  otherwiee, 
to  make  such  discoveries  as  may  regulate  and  harmonize  the 
conduct  and  intercourse  of  mankind,  so  as  to  resr.lt  in  the 
happiness  of  society  on  earth,  between  man  and  his  fellow, 
there  is  still  one  step  beyond,  wherein  the  greatest  iutere-^^ts 


362 


CHRISTIAK  FELLOWSHIP. 


of  the  species  are  involved,  that  must  be  provided  for  by  some 
other  band.  Vsliat  can  the  teachings  of  man  do  in  leading  a 
soul  to  God  ?  Pliiiosophers  of  Greece  and  Rome  !  where  in  all 
your  volumes  is  this  found  ?  With  vv'hat  mind  and  feeling 
shall  the  sinner  appear  before  the  Most  High? 

8..  As  there  is  but  one  sun  in  the  heavens  sending  forth  his 
beams  through  all  creation,  so  there  is  but  one  source  of  moral 
light  to  the  universe — that  is  God  Himself.  And  although  its 
light  may  be  reflected  and  seen  in  many  directions,  it  is  all 
traceable  to  its  origin.  Though  the  manifestation  of  the 
spirit  be  given  to  every  man,"  the  chief  medium  of  communicat- 
ing light  or  knowledge  of  divine  things,  used  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
is  His  own  word,  that  He  inspired  the  holy  Prophets  and  Apos- 
tles to  publish  to  the  world.  And  he  who  would  avail  himself 
of  the  great  blessings  alluded  to  in  the  text  must  walk  amid 
the  beams  of  this  broad  sun.  He  must  discern  clearly  the  doc- 
trines here  taught,  and  embrace  them  with  an  inquiring,  wil- 
ling heart,  and  act  them  out  cheerfully  and  completely  through 
all  his  life.  This  is  treading  the  high  way  of  holiness,  that 
leads  to  the  "  holy  of  holies  "  where  the  divine  glory  is  made 
to  pass  before  you,  and  you  have  the  counsels  of  the  angel  of 
the  covenant.    For  God  dwells  among  those  doctrines. 

The  first  blessing  or  privilege  of  those  who  walk  thus  in  the 
light  of  God's  word  and  Spirit  is 

III.  "  Fellowship  oke  with  another." 

So  potent  is  the  innuence  that  custom  has  on  the  import  of 
terms,  and.  so  deceitful  is  our  disposition  to  interpret  according 
to  the  most  common  practices  of  men  to  which  they  relate,  that 
in  view  of  certain  ages  of  the  Church,  the  inquirer  is  led  al- 
most to  the  conclusion  that  the  term,  "  fellowship,"  had  lost 
its  meaning,  or  else  meant  something  very  different  from  v^'hat 
might  seem  to  be  its  true  signification.  It  becomes  the  serious 
therefore  to  give  the  greater  attention  to  what  follows. 

1,  That  there  may  be  a  state  of  fellowship  or  communion  a- 
mong  men  (for  the  term  in  the  original  admits  of  either  render- 
ing) will  be  admitted  by  all.  AVho  has  not  seen  throughout 
the  vast  frame  of  this  material  universe,,  as  far  as  the  boldest 
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adventurer  has  gone,  traces  of  some  grand  principle  of  sympa- 
thy or  union,  enough. at  least  to  originate  the  presumption,  that 
the  Great  Author  is  One,  and  that  it  is  His  will  that  heights 
and  depths,  worlds,  thrones  and  dominions,  principalities  and 
powers,  should  all  attach  to  the  grand  original  scheme,  consti- 
tuting a  harmonious  w^hole  ?  Or,  if  we  be  forbidden  to  scan 
the  works  of  nature  in  quest  of  light  on  this  point,  upon  the 
ground  that  there  is  no  analogy  between  physical  .and  moral 
beings,  since  it  is  said,  "  the  invisible  things  of  Him — are  mani- 
fested by  the  things  which  do  appear,"  we  may  be  permitted  to- 
indulge  the  notion,  that  the  same  Lord  is  God  of  all,  and  it 
may  not  be  inconsistent  for  Him  to  leave  marks  of  the  same 
hand  on  every  department  of  His  work. 

The  idea  of  this  state  has  been  expressed  in  all  langunges. 
And  what  is  language  but  the  sensible  unbosoming  of  the 
thoughts  and  feelings  within  ?  The  constitution  of  man  is  such 
that  it  is  as  natural  for  him  to  seek  fellowship  as  for  the  spheres 
to  gravitate  towards  a  common  centre.  The  teachings  of  scrip- 
ture are  clear  on  this  point. 

2.  We  inquire  in  what  this  fellowship  consists  ? 

That  we  may  understand  the  answer  to  this  question  more 
clearly  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  speak  of  fellowship  in  general. 

Fellowship  in  general  seems  to  imply  an  agreement  in  spirit, 
interest,  and  design.  And  however  much  may  be  effected  by 
false  pretensions,  or  accomplished  as  a  ma,tter  of  policy,  with- 
out these,  there  can  be  no  true  fellowship ;  for  these  seem  to 
be  the  great  pillars  on  which  the  building  rests.  The  nature 
of  sentient  beings  is  so  constituted,  that,  without  this  connect- 
ing chain,  every  one  v/ould  raise  his  hand  against  his  neighbor 
— would  live  to  himself  and  for  himself.  This  wanting,  and 
the  great  cord  that  binds  in  one  the  various  associations  of  an- 
gels, devils,  and  men,  is  forever  loosed,  and  discord,  anarchy, 
and  ruin  would  be  seen  throughout  creation.  Heaven  would 
be  filled  with  confusion — earth  become  manless — and  hell's 
dark  caverns  send  forth  a  wilder  groan  ! 

3.  Revelation  has  drawn  aside  in  part  the  veil  that  hangs 
over  the  face  of  the  future  world.    Many  important  truths  re- 
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epecting  the  state  of  the  damned  have  been  discovered  t<ymm. 
And  although  wo  have  never  explored  the  infernal  regions  and 
analized  the  principles  of  association  there,  these  reveale<l 
truths  may  ho  regarded  as  a  faithful  index  to  its  society.  Our 
Savior,  while  vindicating  the  rights  of  divinity  against  the 
false  aspersions  of  his  enemies,  seems  to  warrant  the  sentiment^ 

Devil  with  devil  damned  firm  concord  holds,'' 

when  "  Ho  said  unto  them,  every  kingdom  divided  against  it- 
self is  brought  to  desolation  ;  and  every  city  or  house  divided 
against  itself  shall  not  stand  ;  and  if  Satan  cast  out  Satan,  he 
is  divided  against  himself;  how  shall  then  his  kingdom  stand?"' 
If  the  premises  be  true,  which  none  who  admit  the  authenticity 
of  the  scriptures  will  deny,  we  take  this  passage  as  equivalent 
to  tile  affirmative,  that  Satan  is  not  divided  against  himself. 
Here  is  the  concord  or  fellowship  of  devils.  And  the  presump- 
tion is  admissible  that  this  is  the  ground  of  their  vast  power — 
the  reason  of  their  startling  success  in  opposing  the  advance- 
ment of  virtue,  and  blighting  tlio  prospects  of  man  and  convert- 
ing his  Sden  into  a  barren  desert  burning  under  the  curse  of 
heaven  ! 

4.  The  fellowship  of  wicked  men  comes  more  directly  un- 
der our  observation.  It  is  seen  in  every  department  of  socie- 
ty. Murderers  join  in  league — gamblers  crowd  together — 
drunkards  meet  in  the  streets,  and  swearers  speak  the  same 
words.  And  just  so  in  every  grade  of  human  association. — 
There  is  a  flowing  together  of  kindred  tempers  and  spirits. 

5.  But  the  point  immediately  under  notice  is  the  fellowship 
of  the  saints — a  felloAVship  which  Christians  have  "  one  with 
another,"  There  is  no  gracious  state  recognized  in  the  holy 
scripture  fraught  with  more  essential  importance  in  its  place 
than  Christian  fellowship.  However  little  it  may  be  appreci- 
ated by  the  worLlly  or  "luke-warm"  the  true  child  of  God 
knows  vt'cll  the  great  secret  communications  of  grace  to  be  re- 
ceived from  this  source.  Human  nature  is  such,  that  the  soul 
seems  to  be  strengthend  by  a  hearty,  sincere,  commingling  of 
jthoughts  aad  feelings.    This  fellowship  is  spoken  of  by  our 
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Apostle  as  being  one  of  the  peculiar  privileges  of  ibe  converts 
to  whom  he  wrote  "  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  de- 
clare we  unto  you,  that  ye  may  also  have  fellowship  with  us." 

This  fellowship  is  not  merely  visionary.  It  is  not  simply 
nominal,  ideal  or  a  matter  of  policy ;  but  real,  deep,  lasting, 
and  based  on  principle  firm  as  omnipotence.  God's  people 
are  one  people — one  in  character,  one  in  spirit,  one  in  desire,, 
one  in  practice. 

In  their  apostolical  letters  to  the  different  Churches  the  dis- 
ciples of  our  Lord  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  union  or  fellow- 
ship. To  quote  no  more,  St.  Paul  urges  with  all  the  fervor  of  his 
calling,  "  now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there 
be  no  division  (schism)  among  you ;  but  that  ye  Be  perfectly 
joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment," 
^'for  we  are  all  members  one  of  another,"  and  "  the  eye  can- 
not say  to  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee  ;.  nor  again  the 
head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you." 

But  we  must  penetrate  more  deeply  into  this  part  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

1.  Christians  must  be  one  in  doctrine  or  "  understanding" 
— they  must  be  one  in  faith.  This  is  saiJ  of  all  the  doctrine 
of  the  Bible  that  has  any  influence  at  all  on  the  heart  and  life. 
This  is  the  basis  of  all  true  fellowship  among  Christians.  That 
they  may  hold  notions  on  some  of  the  abstractions  of  Christi- 
anity, quite  at  variance  with  each  other,  without  its  material- 
ly affecting  the  bonds  of  fellowship,  is  admitted.  But  as  far 
as  the  tenets  held  differing  from  each  other,  influence  the  heart 
and  practice,  just  that  far  fellowship  in  the  gospel  sense,  is  an- 
nihilated. This  is  according  to  the  "  unity  of  the  faith,  and 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God."  And  he  who  sees  any 
other  ground  of  fellowship  has  a  faculty  of  discernment  with 
which  we  are  not  acquainted. 

I  know  it  is  said,  the  difterenee  of  doctrine,  together  with 
the  peculiarities  of  denominational  distinctions  among  the  Chur- 
ches, only  gives  a  wider  field  for  the  cultivation  of  "  charity," 
which  is  said  to  "  cover  the  multitude  of  sins,"  and  which  we- 
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are  exhorted  to  have  one  for  another.  But  this  is  justifying 
an  evil  because  it  is  possible  for  divine  wisdom  to  produce  some 
particular  good  from  it.  This  is  acting  on  the  principle  of 
"  doing  evil  that  good  may  come,"  for  St,  Paul  would  warn 
the  Churches  against  nothing  bat  evil.  He  warned  them  a- 
gainst  "division,"  therefore  a  difference  or  division  in  doctrine 
is  an  evil. 

Again,  the  want  of  charity,  which  probably  gave  rise  to  all 
this  diversity  of  doctrine  and  practice  will  scarcely  be  bettered 
by  being  required  to  overleap  the  walls  of  its  own  building. 
The  fallacy  of  this  position  is  rendered  the  more  lamentable 
Avhen  we  look  at  its  universal  consequences  in  all  ages  of  the 
Churcli.  Instead  of  beholding  the  fair  flowers  of  charity  every 
wliere  throwing  their  sv/eetness  on  the  winds,  we  are  startled 
and  cannot  refrain  a  tear  when  we  perceive  nothing  but  thou- 
sand poisonous  fumes  of  strife  and  death  that  cover  the  plains 
of  God's  heritage  !  Did  the  differences  between  the  various 
sects  that  sprung  up  in  the  early  centuries  of  our  era,  operate 
a  greater  flow  of  charity? 

Sometimes  it  is  said  that  charity  which  covereth  the  multi- 
tude of  sins  will  not  regard  these  little  discrepances,  but  will 
extend  its  fellowship  to  all  and  any  professing  to  desire  and 
seek  the  same  heaven.  This  is  the  same  as  imputing  blindness 
to  charity,  amounting  to  a  deadness  or  indifference  to  all  sense 
•of  right  or  wrong — holiness  or  sin.  However  much  it  may 
love  the  man,  and  weep  over  his  missdoings,  it  can  never  fel- 
lowship his  sins  nor  regard  them  with  indifference. 

It  has  been  said  in  this  great  world  by  the  apologists  of  de- 
nominational peculiarities,  there  are  principles  of  disagree- 
ment, which,  if  adhered  to,  will  not  essentially  affect  the  ties 
-of  brotherly  love  or  christian  fellowship.  "Let  us  agree  to 
•disagree,"  is  the  courteous  address  of  the  different  sects  one  to 
the  other.  I  sometimes  think  there  is  more  sophistry  in  this 
proposition  than  sense  or  charity.  For  the  mind  has  its  na- 
ture ;  and  it  can  no  more  change  this  nature,  than  man  can 
make  himself  a  reptile  or  a  deity  without  wishing  either.  It 
is  the  nature  of  the  mind  not  to  agree  to  any  thing  'displeas- 
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ing.  There  is  a  displeasure  in  the  act  of  disagreeing  ; — there- 
fore, the  mind  can  never  "agree  to  disagree."  And  there  is 
some  reason  to  fear  that  the  seeming  felloATship  among  per- 
sons holding  different  fundamental  tenets  is  not  an  agreement 
in  heart ;  hut  merely  an  act  of  corirtesj  for  conscience's  sake, 
or  for  policy — a  fellowship  only  "  in  word  or  in  tongue,  and 
not  indeed  and  in  truth." 

We  leave  this  section  of  discourse  under  the  impression,  that 
there  is  no  basis  of  true  evangelical  fellowship  except  in  an  a- 
greement  in  doctrine.  "  Can  two  walk  together  except  they 
be  agreed?"  This  is  the  only  chain  of  union  that  can  stand 
the  tempest  of  controversy,  the  devices  of  satan,  and  the 
powers  of  the  flesh  !  All  others  when  tested  Avill  prove  vi- 
sionary and  illusive,  as  is  every  day  seen  in  Christendom.  Ail 
christians  must  meet  on  this  plain  before  the  shout  of  univer- 
sal conquest  over  the  powers  of  darkness  shall  be  heard  to  roll 
along  the  drear  abodes  of  sin  and  error. 

2.  They  must  be  one  in  spirit  or  disposition  towards  each 
other.  Without  this  mutual  disposition  constantly  urged  in 
the  holy  scriptures,  an  agreement  in  doctrine  would  avail  but 
little  in  conducing  to  the  great  end  of  restoring  peace  and  good 
will  among  men,  and  binding  all  in  the  warm  folds  of  Christian, 
fellowship.  For  it  is  a  matter  of  every  day's  experience  that 
men  may  hold  the  same  notions  on  many  truths  in  the  various 
departments  of  human  knowledge,  and  at  the  same  time,  being 
perhaps  under  the  influence  of  some  other  motive,  are  as  far 
from  being  in  fellowship  even  on  the  truths  regarded  alike  by 
each,  as  the  east  is  from  the  west.  Satan  doubtless  holds  the 
same  notions  of  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Almighty,  that 
are  heW  by  the  holy  angels,  yet  there  can  be  no  more  fellow- 
ship between  them  than  heaven  and  helh  What  concord 
hath  Christ  and  Belial,"  although  they  both  believe  in  the 

eternal  powder  and  godhead  of  the  Most  High  ?"  Wicked  and 
ungodly  men  hold  many  truths  alike  in  theology  with  the  most 
pious,  yet  there  can  be  no  real  fellowship  between  them. 

We  are  sustained  in  this  position  by  the  scriptures.  Have 
the  same  mind  (disposition)  one  towards  another  " — "  Love  not 
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in  word  nor  in  tongue  but  indeed  and  in  truth  " — this  is  ^'the 
unity  of  the  spirit.''  Although  opinions  may  be  used  as  a  great 
auxiliary  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  brotherly  love,  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  in  their  nature  to  create  that  state  of  heart  or  mu- 
tual sympathy  we  are  speaking  about.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
though  opinions  may  be  used  as  a  means  of  alienating  affection, 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  in  their  nature,  as  far  as  they  do  not 
concern  the  fundamental  tenets  that  control  the  conduct  of  tho 
parties,  to  sever  those  bonds  that  are  moulded  in  the  heart's 
warm  devotion.  Is  thine  heart  right  as  my  heart  is  with  thy 
heart  ?    If  it  be,  give  me  thine  hand.^ 

I  V.  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us  from 
all  sin."  This  stands  a^the  second  blessing  concomitant  with 
walking  in  the  light.  This  toe  is  the  only  qualification  calcula- 
ted to  enable  redeemed  men  to  enjoy  to  the  full  extent  the  fel- 
lowship already  presented  to  you.  This  is  the  glory  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  wherever  there  are  men  that  can  articulate  this 
"  shiboleth,"  they  will  as  naturally  flow  together  in  spirit  as 
they  are  wont  to  inhale  alike  the  atmosphere  of  health. 

1.  Tho  confession  of  all  ages  and  nations  is,  that  human  na- 
ture is  in  a  state  of  ruins — depraved,  vicious  and  infirm.  ^'From 
the  sole  of  the  foot  even  unto  the  head  there  is  no  soundness 
in  it;  but  wounds,  and  bruises,  and  putrifying  sores."  And 
whatever  traces  of  original  greatness  or  grandeur  are  seen  pierc- 
ing above  the  general  wreck  only  show  by  fearful  contrast  the 
depth  of  ruin  that  prevails.  What  are  the  codes  of  politics  and 
morals  of  human  parentage,  but  so  many  efforts  of  earthly  wis- 
dom to  heal  the  malady  of  human  depravity?  "Whence  the 
groans  of  creation  that  has  travailed  in  pain  for  near  six  thou- 
sand years,  but  from  the  corruption  that  has  spread  its  wither- 
ing influence  through  every  department  of  the  world  ?  All  na- 
tions in  every  clime  and  age  have  been  conscious  of  the  blight- 
ing touch  of  the  plague,  but  often  mistook  the  cause  and  sought 
the  wrong  remedy.  "For  from  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  man 
proceed  evil  tlioughts,  adulteries,  fornication,  murders,  theftcJ, 
covetousness,  wickedness,  deceit,  lasciviousness,  an  evil  eye, 
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blasphemy,  pride,  foolishness ; — all  these  things  come  from 
within  (  the  seat  of  human  nature)  and  defile  the  man." 

Commensurate  with  this  conviction  among  meii  has  been  the 
desire  to  remove  the  burden  from  the  world.  Every  nation 
has  had  its  religious  rites  of  deprecation  and  satisfaction.  Ev- 
ery where  slaughtered  victims  have  been  bleeding  on  their  al- 
tar:<.  Even  the  appalling  immolation  of  human  beings  has  been 
resorted  to  in  cases  of  extreme  impending  danger,  to  appease 
the  anger  of  some  bloody  deity.  Nations  that  feel  after  re- 
lief !  behold  your  sacrifice,  the  "  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  a- 
way  the  sin  of  the  world  !"  In  him  ye  have  redemption  I  His 
blood  can  purge  the  guilty  conscience,  and  drive  its  griefs  a- 
way  ! 

Brethi'en  I  how  exalted  your  privilege  ! 

2.  Cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.  '  No  doctrine  of  the  holy 
scriptures  seems  to  challenge  the  carnal  affections  of  human 
nature  with  requisitions  more  mortifying  than  this,  and  none 
meets  a  more  formidable  opposition  from  unbelief,  which  strives 
amid  the  darkness  and  guilt  of  its  own  condemnation  to  throw 
the  gloom  and  mist  of  its  winfj;  all  over  the  brifrht  tenders  of 
God's  holv  word. 

But  what  does  this  mean,  "cleanseth  us  from  all  sin?'' 
This  relates  to  the  entire  renovation  of  our  nature — an  entire 
change  not  only  of  our  legal  relation  to  the  government  of 
God  ;  but  an  entire  change  of  our  moral  relation  to  heaven 
— an  entire  change  of  the  moral  properties  of  our  nature.  We 
proceed  to  show  this 

(1.)  From  the  original  nature  and  design  of  the  atonement. 
The  atonement  is  a  remedial  system,  adopted  by  divine  wis- 
dom and  goodness  as  an  effectual  means,  not  only  of  "  making 
an  end  of  sins  :"  but  also  of  cleansing  away  their  stains.  Its 
designs  are  laid  as  deep  as  the  lineaments  of  human  depravity, 
and  its  means,  appliances,  and  issues  are  as  extensive.  What 
would  it  avail  the  peace  and  dignity  of  government  to  pardon 
the  offender  without  leaving  him  a  better  man  ?  And  what 
will  this  pardon  avail  the  offender  unless  the  stain  of  his  guilt 
be  wiped  away  from  his  heart  and  character  ? 
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When  sill  "  brought  death  into  the  world  and  all  our  woe  ' 
its  effects  did  not  cease  with  the  severance  of  the  ties  that  held 
'man  in  his  legal  relations  to  the  government  of  the  xVlmighty  ; 
but,  according  to  the  prearrangement  of  hea^'en,  disclosed,  in 
language  that  could  not  easily  be  misunderstood,  to  the  inno- 
-cent  pair — "in  the  -day  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely 
die."  Death  breathed  its  fevered  breath  on  all  the  powers 
and  affections  of  his  nature,  and  man  was  left  a  loathsome 
heap  of  mortality.  i\o\v,  if  the  moral  desolation  of  human 
virtue,  as  a  consequence  of  human  depravity,  be  one  of  the  of- 
fensive things  brought  into  the  government  of  God  by  the 
transgression  of  man,  and  which  has  a  continual  tendency  to- 
wards frustrating  the  quiet  and  harmony  of  the  universe, 
and  the  Almighty  have  proposed,  instituted,  and  finished  a 
Y'lan  or  system  embodying  a  sufficiency  of  suitable  facilities  to 
remedy  this  state  of  evil,  that  robs  Him  of  His  glory  and  peo- 
^ples  hell  with  suffering  intelligences,  it  follows  that  the  "cleans- 
ing "  of  human  nature  "  from  all  sin"  is  one  of  the  main 
■things  contemplated  and  provided  for  in  the  original  design. 
This  is  one  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  tlie  atonement 
by  the  Second  Person  of  the  ever- blessed  Trinit}'.  And  when 
albcther  systems  or  codes  of  morals,  proposing  the  melioration 
of  human  nature  are  scattered  amor.o:  the  o-eneral  wreck  of  hu- 
man  creations,  that  drift  on  time's  dark  ocean,  this  glory  of 
"  cleansing  from  all  sin"  shall  live  and  cover' the  great  plan 
of  human  redemption  with  the  brightest  radiance  I 

(2.)  From  the  teaching  of  the  holy  scriptures. 

If,  in  prearranging  the  con;stitutional  elements  of  the  great 
system  of  human  recovery  aad  restoration,  it  was  determined, 
in  order  to  operate  the  great  end,  to  vape  away  the  stain  of  sin 
from  the  soul  and  restore  the  powei^s  and  affections  of  human 
nature  to  health  and  vigor,  adapted  to  the  fervent  service  of 
(jrod,  it  is  a  reasonable  presumption,  that,  in  carrj'ing  out  the 
provisions  of  the  system,  there  should  be  some  intimation  made 
to  man,  or  emblem  designated  so  as  to  strike  the  moral  home 
to  the  heart,  and  leave  the  idea  of  human  renovation  in  a 
tangible  form  before  the  mind.    Then  the  inquirer  may  "  presis 
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towards  the*  mark."  The  holj  scripiiires  arc  fall  of*  teaching 
in  favor  of  this  notion. 

Many  of  the  types  and  shadows  included  in  the  service  of 
the  tabernacle  point  to  the  cleansing  away  of  human  guilt  and 
depravity.  If  this  be  not  admitted,  they  are  meaningless. 
Many  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Hebrews  as  well  as 
(.Christians  shadow  forth  the  same  thing.  For  what  else  does 
^'circumcision  service?"  And  what  baptism?  ''And  the 
Lord  thy  God  shall  circumcise  (cleanse  or  purify)  thy  heart  and 
the  heart  of  thy  seed  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  that  thou  mayest  live," — "and 
circumcision  is  that  of  thelieart,  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the 
letter." 

Baptism,  in  the  language  of  the  Church,  '"is  also  a  sign  of 
regeneration  "  or  *•  signifies"  "our  being  cleansed  from  sin 
and  becoming  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus."  These  are  signs 
or  emblems  of  the  cleansing  of  the  soul  from  sin.  This  is  lan- 
guage addressed  to  the  eye  instead  of  the  ear — the  most  forci- 
ble language  of  all. 

Added  to  these  are  all  those  passages  of  scripture  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  promising  this  grace  as  attainable,  and 
enjoining  it  in  language  of  imperative  import,  with  exhorta- 
tions to  "  inspire  believers  with  zeal  and  perseverance  in  its 
pursuit."  "  Ye  shall  therefore  sanctify  yourselves  and  ye 
shall  be  holy  ;  for  I  am  holy  " — "  be  ye  therefore  perfect  even 
as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect." — "  God  hath  " — "called 
us  unto  holiness  " — "  holiness — without  wdiich  no  man  shall  see 
the  Lord."  In  these  passages,  as  w^ell  as  in  many  others,,  this 
grace  is  enjoined.  There  are  others  that  speak  of  the  act  or 
process  of  purifying  the  soul.  "Wash  me  thoroughly  from 
mine  iniquity,  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin." — "  Washed  us 
from  our  sins." — "  But  you  are  w^ashed." — -"  Purge  your  con- 
sciences."— "  Having  our  hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  con- 
science." Others  show  that  the  blood  of  Christ  is  the  availing 
cause  of  this  grace.  "  In  whom  we  have  redemption  in  His 
blood." — "  Not  redeemed  " — "but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
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Christ" — "how  much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ — purge 
your  conscience  ?" 

(3.)  From  the  experience  ami  professions  of  men  in  all  ages, 
who  enjoyed  this  benefit"  of  the  atonement.  However  much 
this  kind  of  evidence  may  be  scorned  bv  those  addicted  to 

voluntary  humility,''  it  cannot  be  robbed  of  its  weight  m  a 
•question  like  this,  which  involves  as  one  of  its  essential  proper- 
ties, the  very  consciousness  and  experience  of  man.  The  ex- 
perience of  one  man  is  entitled  to  as  much  credence  as  the  ex- 
perience of  another,  when  other  things  affecting  the  case  are 
equal.  The  unsanctified,  from  his  own  experience  or  conscious- 
ness, arrives  at  the  conclusion,  that  there  is  no  such  purity  as 
we  are  now  presenting  to  you,  attainable  in  this  life.  But  this 
procedure  in  argument  is  extremely  erroneous,  and  full  of  the 
most  disastrous  consequences.  An  adherence  to  this  would 
cut  off  all  possibility  of  advancement  in  any  department  of  hu- 
man knowledge.  The  very  wheels  of  progressive  intelligence 
would  stand  forever  I  For  it  is  the  same  as  arguing,  that 
there  is  no  truth— nothing  real,  only  what  has  come  within  the 
little  range  of  our  own  experience  !  It  would  shrink  the  uni- 
verse to  the  compass  of  a  nut-shell ! 

In  the  New  Testament  we  have  many  brilliant  examples  of 
holiness  or  purity,  as  chief  and  source  of  which  the  Son  of  man 
shines  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  lending  his  beams  to 
all  surrounding  things.  The  Apostles  in  writing  to  the  Chur- 
ches often  addressed  them  as  "holy  brethren,"  leaving  the  im- 
pression at  the  same  time  thai  they  themselves  belonged  to  that 
number.  Since  the  days  of  the  Apostles  there  have  been  ma- 
ny living  witnesses  of  the  cleansing  grace  of  God. 

I  cannot  leave  this  pleasing  theme,  my  brethren.  I  contem- 
plate brighter  days  in  the  history  of  the  Church.  It  shaM 
be  cleansed  from  all  sin.  This  is  the  grace  that  must  convert 
the  nations.  The  preaching  of  every  thing  else  will  avail  but 
little  comparatively,  in  extending  the  "kingdom  of  God," 
which  is  "  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Let  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  hold  this  doctrine  up  beforo 
the  gaze  of  a  groaning,  inquiring  world,  and  let  Christians 
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hunger  and  thirst  "  after  it — embrace  and  practice  it !  And 
let  sectarian  prejudices,  personal  interests,  together  with  all  o- 
ther  services  of  the  devil,  be  forgotten, — and  let  the  Ohurcli 
with  all  her  camps  come  up  from  the  wilderness,  and  this  grace 
of  sanctilication  shine  through  all  her  palaces,  as  so  many  suns 
of  heaven  pouring  their  splendor  upon  a  darkened  world, — 
and  it  shall  not  be  long  till  it  is  heard  rolling  the  loudest  note 
among  the  "great  voices  in  heaven,"  The  kingdoms  of  this 
ivoj-Jd  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our.  Lord  and  his  (^Uirist  !" 
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G  OK-FERENCES. 

The  Arka7isas  Conference  adjourned  on  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, after  a  very  harmonious  session.  Bp.  Capers  presided. 
There  was  an  increase  of  2189  members.  Twelve  preachers 
were  received  on  trial.  Three  located.  $1078  were  collected 
for  Missions.  We  are  much  obliged  by  the  kindness  of  the 
Rev.  J.  J.  Pitman  in  making  collection  for  ns. 

AVe  regret  that  we  cannot  Ut  hands  upon  anj  statistics  of 
the  Memphis  Conference. 

The  Tennessee  Conference  passed  a  resolution  approving 
the  Pulpit,  advising  each  preacher  to  subscribe  for  it  and  en- 
deavor to  secure  at  least  four  more  subscribers.  We  thank  our 
kind  brethren. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  commenced  its  annual  ses- 
sion in  Salisbury,  Nov.  25.  Bp.  Andrew  presided.  It  was  a 
long  session  but  one  of  great  harmony  and  spirituality.  There 
has  been  a  small  increase  of  members.  The  Missionary  col- 
lections more  than  doubled  those  of  last  year.  The  Rev.  J. 
M.  Fulton  was  set  apart  for  the  mission  in  California  and 
§1000  raised  to  equip  him.  The  educational  interests  of  the 
Conference  flourish.  Greensboro'  Female  College  was  repre- 
sented in  a  better  condition  than  ever  heretofore.  Normal 
College,  of  which  Rev.  B.  Craven  is  President,  was  taken  un- 
der the  patronage  of  the  Conference.  The  Society  for  the 
aid  of  young  preachers  v.  ho  are  preparing  themselves  by  stu  ■ 
dy  for  greater  usefulness  meets  with  much  favor  and  encour- 
agement.   Nine  preachers  were  received  into  the  travelling 
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eonnection  or  probation.  Tlie  next  session  is  to  be  in  Lonisburg, 
K  C. 

The  South  Carolina  OoDferencc.  We  have  received  in  time 
for  this  issue  a  letter  from  the  excellent  Secretary,  and  we 
insert  it  as  a  model  upon  which  all  Secretaries  would  do  well 
to  make  their  reports,  if  they  wish  to  tell,  in  a  short  way, 
every  thing  necessary  to  be  known. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  December  IT,  1851. 
Dear  Brother  : 

Our  Conference  has  just  closed  and  I  send 

you  a  few  items. 

Bishop  Andrew  presided. 

Paul  A.  M.  Williams  was  Secretary. 

John  T.  Wightrnan  Assistan^t  " 

Six  Preachers  were  admitted  on  trial,  viz :  0.  A.  Darby, 
Wm.  M.  Easterling,  A.  H.  Lester,  Robert  S.  Abernathy,  Ja*^s. 
L.  Palmer,  John  D.  W\  Crook. 

Tivo  were  re-admitted,  F.  Rush  and  Solomon  \s .  Daves. 

Six  located;  J.  N.  Bonchelle,  Samuel  H.  Dunwody.  E.  li. 
King.  J.  Warnock,  W.  T.  Capers,  D.  D.  Cox. 

Two  had  died  ;  Joseph  Moore  and  Roddick  Bunch.  The 
former  the  oldest  living  itinerant  Methodist  Preacher  in  A- 
merica  :  the  latter  a  probationer,  but  a  man  of  much  promise. 

Members,  Whites  §2894.    Colored  87481. 

Local  Preachers  226. 

Increase  of  whites  for  the  past  year  1488,  Decrease  in  the 
colored  379.  The  decrease  in  the  colored  is  accounted  for 
on  the  score  of  emigration  West. 

Raised  for  Missions  $7729.85  cts. 

John  W.  Kelly  and  S..W.  Daves  were  appointed  Missiona- 
ries to  California, 

'  Tracy  R.  Walsh  President  of  Carolina  Female  College  ;  a 
good  selection  truly. 

Raised  for  S.  S.  Books  gl892.  No.  of  Schools  262  ;  Su- 
perintendents 286  ;  Teachers  1258  ;  Children  6541  ;  Vols,  in 
Library  L5880. 

Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed  7.67! 

Conference  collection  J2738.78  cts. 

Settled  with  claimants  at  a  discount  of  48|  }>ercenti'.m— aE. 
improvement  over  last  year* 
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Jl^^'We  have  been  making  a  review  of  our  office  books- 
We  are  pleased  to  find  that  Avhile  many  have  discontinued 
more  have  subscribed,  so  that  our  list  is,  upon  the  whole,  lar- 
ger. Immediately  upon  the  issue  of  this  number  we  intend  to 
put  the  knife  to  the  books  and  strike  oif  every  name  showing 
a  delinquency  of  two  years.  Our  Clerk  reports  that  those 
whose  names  will  be  thus  erased  owe  us,  in  the  aggregate, 
thirteen  hundred  mid  fifty  dollars.  How  few  have  conscien- 
ces towards  publishers  !  Our  almost  only  reward  for  the  toil 
of  eighteen  months  is  the  hope  that  we  have  laid  up  ^ome  trea- 
sure in  heaven  by  our  labors  in  this  field  of  usefulness.  Shall 
we  not  hereafter  have  prompt  remittances  ? 
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The  Rev.  Lewis  Myers,  formerly  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference, and  lately  of  the  Georgia,  departed  this  life  on  the 
14th  Nov.  He  entered  the  itinerant  ministry  in  1799,  and 
was  ordained  deacon  by  Bp.  Asbury  in  1801. 

The  Rev.  L.  Peirce,  D.  D.  is  writing  a  series  of  capital  ar- 
ticles in  the  S.  C.  Advocate,  setting  forth  a  plan  for  Sunday 
preaching  which  shall  reach  all  our  people.  Wc  hope  they 
will  be  copied  into  all  our  newspapers. 

'  Dr.  Ebbert  has  retired  from  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Mem- 
phis Christian  Advocate.    Rev.  F.  A.  Owen  is  his  successor. 

A  project  is  a-foot  to  start  a  Lady's  Magazine  in  Richmond, 
Ya.  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  eastern  section  of  Southern 
Methodism.  From  the  intimations  we  have  had  of  those  who  are 
to  be  engaged  in  it,  it  will  take  a  high  place  in  its  department. 

The  Rev.  S.  D.  Bumpass,  a  prominent  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  and  editor  of  the  Weekly  Message,  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  11th  of  December,  at  Salisbury,  the 
seat  of  the  late  Conference. 

The  "  Methodist  Monthly  "  has  ceased  to  be  a  private  af- 
fair. It  has  been  made  over  to  the  Kentucky  and  Louisville 
Conferences.  It  will  be  published  hereafter  in  Louisville,  with 
two  Editors,  one  appointed  by  each  Conference. 
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Four  years  ago  De  Kalb  circuit,  Ala.,  sent  up  84  Missiona- 
ry money,  last  yeary  $50,  this  year  it  will  be  about  §ltiOU. 
The  circuit  has  had  an  increase  of  375  members  this  year. 
The  pastor  is  the  Rer.  A.  M.  Box. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Ellis  has  had  very  successful  meetlno-s  un  Au- 
tauga circuit,  Ala. 

The  Church  edifice  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  for  which  the  Kev, 
L.  Rosser  was  engaged  in  making  collections  a  few  inoutlis 
since,  was  dedicated  on  the  30th  Oct.,  in  the  prei-?ence  of  a  largo 
audience.  The  exercises  consisted  of  an  anthem  by  the  choir, 
prayer  of  invocation,  reading  the  24th  Psalm  and  the  third 
chapter  of  Ephesians  ;  a  dedicatory  prayer  was  next  offered, 
another  beautiful  anthem  by  the  choir :  then  the  Rev.  My. 
Rosser  the  pastor,  delivered  a  pow^erful  and  eloquent  discourse, 
from  the  text  ^'  It  is  done  "' — Revelations,  21st  chapter  and 
Cth  verse.  After  another  anthem  and  an  impre;ssive  prayer, 
the  services  closed  with  a  benediction. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Drake,  Son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Drake,  of  Mississ- 
ippi, has  been  elected  Professor  of  Ancient  Languages  in  Vvu* 
tenary  College,  La. 

The  Rev.  Hamilton  Wilson,  of  the  Ilolston  Conference,  died 
in  great  peace  at  McMinnville,  Tenn.,  on  the  5tL  of  October. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Means  does  not  accept  the  Presidency  of  Em- 
eny  College,  Ga.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce  consequently  remains. 
He  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate 
in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  ministers  to  colleges,  which 
sustains  the  position  we  have  already  taken  on  this  subject  in 
the  Pulpit.  So  does  an  excellent  editorial  in  the  Southern 
Christian  Advocate  ofKov.  14. 

The  Granby  St.  Quarterly  Conference,  in  i^orfolk,  Va.,  late- 
ly passed  resolutions  condemning  the  practice  of|)lacing  minis- 
ters in  editorships,  professorships,  etc.  The  Jvev.  Dr.  Lee 
replied  to  the  resolutions  in  an  able  article  in  the  Richmond 
Christian  Advocate,  which  concludes  with  the  pious  advice  that 
these  brethren  should  examine  the  question  of  their  own  call 
to  the  ministry,  prayerfull}^,  in  their  closets. 

The  Rrook  St.  ^lethodist  church,  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  7th  of  October.  The  loss  is  estimated 
at  §10,000. 

Rev.  S,  M.  Smith  reports  from  Monticello  circuit,  Ga.,  30(> 
increase  of  members  this  year  and  arrangements  made  tor  e- 
recting  three  new  houses  of  ^vorship. 
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TliC  iiev.  Wm.  Gonier,  an  aged  local  preacLer.in  our  churcli,. 
died  at  his  residence  near  Nasliville,  on  the  11th  of  October., 
lie  wa?  a  native  of  Wake  Co.,  N.  C,  and  had  been  a  member 
of  the  ?>Iethodist  Cliurch  nearly  fifty  years. 

Advices  have  been  received  from  our  Missionaries  in  China, 
dated  iVugust  9.  Dr.  Taylor  and  his  family  -^vere  well.  Bro. 
Jenkins  had  the  ague.  His  youngest  child  died  on  the  17th 
of  July.  Considerable  excitement  prevailed  among  the  Chinese 
in  reference  to  foreigners.  The  occasion  of  its  exhibition  was 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  ground  near  a  Fokien  burial  place,  for 
si  foreign  resident.  The  foreigners  were  threatened  with  mas- 
sacre. It  is  apprehended,  however,  that  nothing  serious  will^ 
grow  out  of  it. 
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A  3Iamud  of  Hebrew  Grammar,  By  James  Seixas.  Third. 
Edition.  St.  S3.  Philadelphia.  This  is  the  title  of  the  best 
Hebrew  Clrnmmar  extant,  prepared  by  the  best  living  He- 
brew teacher  in  America,  according  to  our  judgment.  Prof. 
Seixas  is  perfect  ,  master  of  this  language.  His  studies  at 
liome  and  in  the  East,  his  long  experience  in  teaching  in  such 
iustitutions  as  Harvard  umd  PrincetoUj  and  in  conducting  the 
pliilological  studies  of  such  men  as  Brs.  Barnes,  Cox,  Sprague, 
and  others  of  the  same  eminent  reput-ation,  have  given  him  a 
remarkable  facility  in  teaching  the  sacred  language.  Theu.?e 
of  his  manual,  with  the  aids  of  his  personal  instruction,  will  be 
invaluable  to  any  studen'  proposing  to  make  himself  acquainted: 
ed  witli  the  original  lai^guagc  of  the  Old  Testament.  We  hope  ■ 
that  the  life  of  Prof.  Seixas  vrill  be  prolonged  until  he  shall'^ 
have  completed  ether  works  in  tlsis  department  which  he  is 
fcpeciallv  capable  of  preparing  and  wiiich  will  be  of  importance 
to  all  succeeding  generations  of  Biblical  str.dents.  In  the  lan- 
fsia^'-e  of  oriental  salutation,  '•^ravhis  shadow  never  crrow 
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From  the  Southern  Baptist  Fuhlication  Society  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  we  have  received  a  neatly  printed  little  v/ork  en- 
titled Duties  of  Masters  to  Servants:  Three  Premium  Essays. 
I.  By  the  Rev.  H.  N.  McTyeire ;  IT.  By  the  Rev.  C.  F. 
Sturgis;  III.  By  the  Rev.  A.  T.  Holmes,"  These  are  all 
good,  but  we  coincide  with  the  Committee  who  assigned  the 
first  premium  to  the  Essay  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mclyeire.  It  is 
fall,  yet  brief, — terse,  eloquent,  logical.  It  lays  the  whole 
matter  in  focal  light.  It  is  a  capital  specimen  of  good  writing 
as  well  as  of  correct  thinking.  No  man  can  estimate  the  good 
which  the  circulation  of  this  little  book  is  to  have.  We  thank 
our  Baptist  brethren  for  having  undertaken  this  enterprise. — 
The  South  will  be  abundantly  profited  in  all  her  interests  by 
the  circulation  of  these  tracts.  The  book  may  be  bought  of 
the  Baptist  Board  of  Publication,  Charleston,  or  of  John  Ball, 
Kew  Orleans.  Let  no  preacher  rest  until  he  has  placed  a 
copy  of  this  book  in  the  hands  of  every  owner  of  servants  v  iil;- 
in  his  bounds.  Think  of  the  thousands  whose  present  and 
everlasting  happiness  depends  upon  the  proper  inculcation  of 
the  duties  of  Masters ! 

C.  H.  Peirce  cf-  Co.^  Boston,  publish  "A  Treatise  on  Divine 
Union,  designed  to  point  out  some  of  the  intimate  Relations 
between  God  and  Man  in  the  Higher  Forms  of  religious  Ex- 
perience. By  Thos.  C.  Upham,  D.D."  The  works  of  Prof.. 
I.^pham  are  extensively  read  and  their  general  character 
known.  Whatever  objections  may  be  taken  to  particular  po- 
sitions, there  is  so  much  of  Christ  and  of  love  in  all  that  he 
writes,  that  no  Christian  can  read  his  works  without  profit. 
This  is  a  stout  12  mo.  of  more  than  400  pages.  Prof.  Upham 
has  greatly  improved  in  his  style  since  his  first  books  were  pub- 
lished. His  Mental  Philosophy  is  a  lucid  treatise  badly  wi-it- 
ten.  The  style  is  so  defective  that,  now  that  the  Professor 
ha4  learned  to  wield  the  pen  we  wish  he  would  re-write  tlie 
whole  of  his  Elements. 


From  the  Pre^hyterian  Board  of  Publication  we  have  re- 
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<;eived  a  copy  of  Jaynes  Anxious  Inquirer  a  work  we  have 
olsewhere  very  freely  recommended,  except  the  first  six  padres 
of  the  Seventh  Chapter.  These  are  excellent  when  addressed 
to  those  who  have  been  reared  in  the  belief  of  the  dogma  of 
personal  election,  but  no  penitent  who  has  not  from  childhood 
been  trained  under  Calvinistic  influence  would  have  any  diffi- 
culties of  the  kind  alluded  to.  Take  it  altogether,  however,  it 
is  ihe  best  book  on  the  subject  within  our  knowledge. 

From  the  same  Board  we  have  received  another  excellent 
book,  written  by  Dr.  Richard  Sibbes,  1620,  w^ith  the  title 
^-  The  Bruised  Reed  and  Smoking  Flax.  To  which  is  added 
a  Description  of  Christ."  When  our  readers  are  informed 
that  this  book  was  of  great  service  to  Richard  Baxter  in  his 
conversion  they  will  desire  to  taste  of  its  marrow  and  fat  things. 

AVe  acknowledge  from  the  same  source  Prize  Essays  on 
the  Temporal  xidvantages  of  the  Sabbath,  considered  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Working  Classes.  Containing  Fleaven's  Antidote 
to  the  Curse  of  Labor, — the  Torch  of  Time, — and  the  Pearl 
of  Days."  These  Essays  are  the  result  of  the  Prizes  offered 
in  1847  for  the  best  treatises  on  the  subject,  to  be  wTitten  by 
w^orking  men.  The  first  is  WTitten  by  a  Printer,  the  second 
by  a  Shoemaker,  and  the  third  by  a  Machinist.  Of  the  first 
the  Edinburg  Witness  says  that  it  is  "  one  whicli  any  writer 
of  any  age  might  rejoice  to  have  composed."  Our  humble 
judgment  corroborates  this  statement.  May  this  beautiful 
book  have  a  long  run  ! 

The  American  Tract  Society  has  issued  a  revised  edition  of 
good  John  Flavel's  "  Christ  Knocking  at  the  Door  of  Sinners' 
Hearts."  This  is  one  of  those  cheap  treasures  which  the  So- 
ciety is  offering  to  the  Church.  Let  every  family  have  the 
works  of  F^lavel,  Baxter,  Doddridge,  and  that  class  of  writers 
and  our  piety  will  be  purer,  deeper,  and  wiser. 

The  December  number  of  the  Southern  Repertory  and  Col- 
lege Review  is  an  improvement  upon  its  predecessors.  There 
is  much  variety  in  this  interesting  periodical  and  we  hope  it 
will  continue  to  find,  as  it  continues  to  merit,  an  increasing 
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circulation.  It  is  published  and  edited  by  the  learned  and 
energetic  Faculty  of  Emory  and  Henry  College.  That  is  as 
much  as  saying  that  it  must  be  good.  It  is  furnisherl  at  §'1 
per  annum. 

The  History  of  the  United  States  of  Amertra,  by  llklard 
Hildreth. 

The  Messrs.  Harper  have  laid  upon  our  table  five  portly^ 
elegantly  printed  octavos,  containing  a  History  of  our  country 
which  has  arrested  the  attention  of  critics  for  man}^  lYiontlis 
past.  The  first  three  volumes  embrace  the  colonial  and  revo- 
lutionary history,  and  the  other  two,  which  belong  to  a  new 
series,  give  the  account  of  the  administration  of  Washington, 
John  Adams  and  Jefferson,  a  period  of  very  deep  interest  to 
all  students  of  American  history.  We  have  not  had  time  to 
study  these  large  volumes  sufficiently  to  form  an  opinion  of 
their  merit.  The  critics  have  represented  the  first  series  as 
being  cold,  apathetic  and  impartial.  The  second  series  em- 
braces a  period  nearer  our  own  times  and  having  influence  upon 
the  party  character  of  these  times.  The  author  supposes  that 
he  may  be  charged  with  partizanship.  Indeed  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  any  man  to  Avrite  history  and  keep  from  the 
form  of  stating  even  well-known  facts  the  influence  of  his  own 
theories  in  philosophy,  politics  and  religion.  This  difiiculty 
is  greatest  in  recording  contemporary  events  and  must  be 
potential  in  a  large  measure  when  writing  of  times  so  near 
as  those  of  Madison,  and  of  parties  whose  very  names  of  Fed- 
eralists and  Democrats  are  still  in  the  vocabulary  of  partizan 
controversy.  Mr.  Hildreth  was  fully  aware  of  this  and  gives 
as  explanation  that  there  is  a  mythic  and  heroic  air  flung  a- 
round  the  revolutionary  patriots,  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
such  materials  as  will  lay  before  the  mind  the  details  of  their 
day,  that  much  of  what  is  said  of  them  is  mere  eulogium,  that 
in  his  former  volumes  he  stripped  oft'  the  fourth  of  July  trap- 
pings and  hence  his  impartial  history  seemed  cold.  And  he 
has  brought  the  same  mode  to  the  treatment  of  later  men,  who 
are  not  demi-gods,  and  to  a  period  which  is  to  be  represented 
mainly  by  a  few  leading  characters  and  hence  these  new  vol- 
umes may  seem  more  "emotional." — We  may  revert  to  these 
volumes  again ;  in  the  mean  time  saying  that  every  ardent 
student  of  American  history  will  give  them  a  perusal. 


1  N  D  E  X  . 


Pagk 

Sermons.— Soule,  Rev.  Bishop,  Heb.  v,  9,  10,  1 

Capers,  Rev.  Bp.,  Romans  x,  15,  17 

McFarland,  Rev.  Wm.  B,,  John  xiv,  20,  25 

Cross,  Rev.  Joseph,  Gen.  v,  24,  05 

Smith,  Rev.  Dr.  W.,  ii  Cor.  iii,  10,  118 

Blackwell,  Rev.  M.  J.,  Acts  ii,  12,  13,  145 

Bruce,  Rev.  J.  G.,  Ps.  Ixxiii,  24,  177 

Moore,  Rev.  Prof.,  Romans  vii,  13,  211 

AVinans,  Rev.  Dr.,  i  Cor.  xiii,  2,  241 

Rivers,  Rev.  Prest.,  Acts  xxvi,  28,  273 

Lanius,  Rev.  Jacob,  Romans  xiv,  17,  305 

Jones,  Rev.  C.  P.,  Matthew  xvi,  26,  337 

Duncan,  Rev.  Wra.  A.,  i  John  1,1,  3o3 

Hymn:*.— 124,  162,  226,  280. 

l'onferences. — Kentucky,  44,  332,— Missouri,  44, — Indian 
Mission,  45, — Virginia,  45,  333, — Arkansas. 
46,374— Memphis,46,374—Mississippi,46, — 
S.  Carolina,  46,— East  Texas,47,375— Texas, 
48, — Louisiana, 48- — Georgia,48, — Alabama, 
40,— Florida  Conference,  97,— St.  Louis  232, 
— Western  Virginia,  331, — Holston,  331, — 
Louisville,  333, — Tennessee.  333, — N.  Caro- 
lina, 374. 

SuiiMARY  OF  Southern  Items. — 102,  132,  172,  199,  235. 

294,  834,  376. 

LiTEEARY  1NSTITUTIONS.---Greensboro'  Female  College,  98, 

— Carolina  Female  College,  98,— 
Western  Carolina  Female  College, 
98, — Female  Schools  in  Ken  tucky 
171  _Wofford  Colleire,  232. 


Editorial  Miscellany.— First  Number  of  the  New  Volume, 
—Engravings  39, — A  Request  39 — A  Suggestion 
41 — Education  Societies  50 — Another  Education 


INDEX. 


Society,  53 — The  Wofford  Bequest  55 — The  Church 
in  Alexandria  55 — Nashville  and  Louisville  Ad- 
vocate 56 — liichmond  Christian  Advoe-ate  5('> — 
Rev.  H.  N.  McTyerie  57— Bp.  Bascom's  Jilrtli 
Place,  57 — Dr.  Olin  on  Family  Prayer  1)0 — Juo. 
Ball,  101— What  One  Friend  Did,  101— Ouesiions 
in  Ethics  101 — To  Correspondents  125— Letter 
from  Bp.  Capers  125 — New  Language  1-7— Auto- 
graphs 128— Perplexities  128 — Correction  1-30 — 
Titles  131— Lady  of  Taste  131— Chincrie  Magyars 
The  Preachers— Adhere  are  they  ?"  103— 
Anniversary  of  our  Missionary  Society  170 — Cer- 
tificates of  Church  Membership  189 — The  Anni- 
versary Month  194 — The  Methodist  (,'hurch  Case 
195 — Our  Local  Preachers  227 — Postage  Stamps 
228— Sermon  from  Rev.  Charles  Taylor  229— Out 
Clerical  Subscribers  229 — Arrearages  230 — Bound 
Volumes  231 — Bible  Expositor  234 — Episcopal 
Decisions  289— The  Church  Suit  291— (  \-,nil'ort 
by  the  way  292— The  Poor  Boy  293— A  l(tM(iiest 
293— Explanation  293— The  late  Rev.  J.  Laziius 
325 — Very  Well  Said  327— Sixth  Annual  li^'port 
ot*  otir  Missionary  Society  327. 

OOKS  Noticed. — Southern  Methodist  Quarterly  59,  L'M, — 
Sunday  School  Visitor  62 — Address  by  Jlev.  J-.s. 
Cross  G 2— The  Methodist  Monthly  t;2— M-Far- 
land's  Defence  of  Methodism  G3 — The  Evergreen 
63 — Essays  on  the  Evils  of  Intemperance,  by  Rov. 
E.  L.  Perkins  and  Rev.  Peter  Doub  64— (jibbon's 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  64,  14t  ) — 
Rev.  Whiteford  Smith's  Sermon  105^ — Rev.  j)r. 
Lord's  Sermon  106 — Rev,  Dr.  Spencer's  Sermon 
109— The  National  Temperance  Oflering  110— 
Dr.  Summers  on  Christian  Perfection  111— iLomo 
and  Foreign  Record  111 — Obituary  Adidres.-es  on 
the  death  of  President  Taylor  112 — Address  on 
Popular  Education  by  John  Howard,  Esrf.  112 — 
Twelve  Qualities  of  the  Mind,  by  Dr.  RedHeld  112 
— Methodist  Quarterly  Review^  134 — Bibliorheca, 
Sacra  135 — Arthur's  Home  Gazette  136 — Godey's 
Lady's  Book  136 — Dr.  Murray's  Decline  of  Popery 
137 — National  Cook  Book  138 — ^E3oj)"s  Fables 
139— Minutes  of  the  Meth.  Ep.  Church  139— Life 
and  Correspondence  of  Robt.   Soutliey  -140 — iiit- 


INDEX 


toll's  Living  Age  141 — Sartain's  Magazine  141— 
Works  of  llobt.  M.  McChejne  141— R.  M.  Maga 
zine  142 — Dr.  Olin's  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Mrs 
'Jarrettson  142 — Harper's  JSTew  Monthly  143— 
Chain  of  Sacred  Wonders  174 — Pastor's  'Sketclie 
175— Sidnc}^  Smith's  Sketches  of  Moral  Philoso 
phy  176— Kitto's  Daily  Bible  Illustrations  199 
297— The  Christian  Professor  200— Bulletin  o 
the  Art-Union  200— Festus  201— Songs  of  Zioi 
2:]7— Mrs.  Cross'  Portraiture  and  Pencillings  23^ 
—Mrs.  Sigourney's  Letters  to  my  Pupils  238— 
ilisrory  of  the  Organization  of  the  Meth.  Ep 
Church,  South  239— Journals  of  the  two  Genera 
Conferences  239— Stevens'  Introduction  of  Meth 
odism  into  the  Eastern  States  239— Dairyman'; 
Daughter  240— Lights  of  Temperance  29o— Dr 
^pring-s  First  Things  295— Life  of  Summerfiek 
21M.)— -Utility  of  Mathematics    296— Field-Book 
of  the  Revolution  290— Cosmos  296— Keith  or 
Prophecy   297— Royal  Preacher  297— Tupper"^ 
Vsorks   297— Southern  Parlor  Magazine  298- 
Presbyterian  Tracts  298— Christian  Philosopher 
tnumphmg  over  Death  299-The  Eminent  Dead 
LVD-Rehgious  Progress  299--Historical  Survev 
wf  <.oiitroversies299-Dick's  Works  300-Second 
Advent  oOO— Alexander  on  the  Psalms  300  -South- 
ern Era  300--Copway's  American  Indian  .^iOl— 
Uiristian  Statesman  301--Gilfillan's  Bards  of  the 
J>ible  301--Dr.  Anold's  Lectures  on  Modern  Histo- 
ry -.Ol-Headly's  Sacred  Mountains  302— The  Half 
Ceiitury  302-The  Great  Harmonia  302-Palestine 
oOo-.>Jcmoir  of  Hannah  More  303-Lifeand  Cor- 
respondence of  John  Foster  303-The  Wonders  of 
the  M  orld  ::>04-iMemories  of  Leigh  Hunt  and  of 
Ihomas  Campbell,  Path  of  Life,  kc,  304,-Manual 
•jl  llebrew  Grammar  by  James  Seixas,  378,— Mc- 
I  yeire    Duties  of  Masters,  379— Upham's  Divine 
(  uiou,  oj  9— James'  Anxious  Inquirer  380— Gib- 
r'  i  rJorf''?  ^^^'^  3§0-Prize  Essays  on  the  Sab- 
bath  obU— ilavel's  Christ  Knocking  380— South- 
ern Repertory  &  College  Review  380-Hildreth's 
Uistory  of  the  United  States  381. 


Receipts  from  Nov.  24  to  Dec.  21. 
The  following  have  paid  for  3d,  and  4th.  vols  :  Rev.  P  J  Eck- 
ler,  L  B  R  Harper,  TO  Lipscomb,  Wm,  Bauknight,  Rev.  B  E 
Gibson,  E  L  Pemberlon,  Kelly  Lessurns,  Rev,  J  L  Porter,  E  Keen, 
C  B  Wood,  E  Spivey,  Stephen  Beazley,  G  R  Wheelock,  R  H 
Foote,  T  J  Jarrett,  Rev.  D  Welburn,  Gen,  T  Wood  word,  (Sarah  R 
Price,  we  suppose  for  J  J  Price,)  Rev.  S  Bingham,  Rev.  R  b  Weils» 
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Arkansas  Conf.  do  not  find  you  at  Calhoun,  J^rk.  Where  do  you 
receive  the  Pulpit?    $1  recM. — 

^  If  v.^e  knew  the  P.  0.  of  Rev.  J  I  Pittman  of  the  Arkansas 
Conf.,  we  would  address  him  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  kind  services. 
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W  P  Elam,  Rev.  Thos.  Nixon,  Rev  J  B  Somervillp,  Thos.  P  Bar- 
ber, Rev.  X  S  Reed,  Rev.  E  A  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Lucy  F  Brown,  N 
Ward,  Mrs.  S  Smith,  A  Hughes,  I  T  Watson,  Rev.  S  R  Traywick, 
Rev.  P  J  Carraway,  WB  Powell,  Mrs.  S  W  Joyner,  Jas,  Simmons, 
Mrs.  E  M  Long,  Rev.  W  W  x^esbitt,  C  T  Edwards,  E  Ann  Smith, 
E  Carman,  Rev.  W  I  Langdon,  Rev.  DB  Nicholson,  Jas,  T  Vines, 
Rev  A  R  Winfield.  Capt.  E  D  Jerman,  Rev.  C  Hooks  Dr.  Jno.  N 
Andrews,  H  T  Hodnett,  Rev.  Jas,  C  Howren,  D  S  Willis,  Dr.  T 
Edwards,  Wm.  Browning,  Rev.  H  T  Montgomery,  M  M  Jordan,  A 
L  Smith,  A  C  Russell,  Rev.  M  Perry,  F  Laflore,  J  Kemp,  Rev.  I 
S  Noble,  Rev.  B  Clegg,  J  M  Bra  me,  Jno.  Stroud,  Mrs,  M  G  Bur- 
well,  J  O'K  MayfieR  Rev.  J  P  Moore,  H  A  Mobray,  A  G  Carter, 
T  B  Stimpson,  Prof.  Sassnett,  Miss  Charlotte  Patrick,  Miss  P  Leach, 
Rev.  L  S  Burkhead,  E  S  Morris,  Mrs.  Casa  Smith,  S  Brinson,  Wm. 
Rowzee,  P  Poindexter,  J  B  Sandifer,  Rev,  J  C  L  Akin,  Rev.  J 
N  Stevenson,  Rev.  J  M  Steel,  Miss  M  W  Adams. 

Paid Jor  5th.  Vol.  Jno.  Lsidley,  Robt.  Scales,  Rev,  S  Y  Stitt^ 
D  B  Everitt,  L  B  R  Harper,  W  Rowland,  Henry  Harper,  Rev  J  W 
Kelly,  Rev.  Thos.  Nixon,  Thos.  B  Harber,  Rev.  J  L  Porter,  M  W 
Rainey,  Mrs.  Eliza  Taliafero,  T  T  Moorman,  Mrs.  Lucy  Brown,. 
H  M  Scarborough,  Mrs.  H  Williams,  Rev,  P  J  Carraway,  Rev.  D 
W  Doub,  Mrs.  E  M  Long,  E  Carman,  Mrs.  Mary  H  Williams, 
Rev.  REG  Adams,  Mrs.  M  G  Pope,  Rev.  T  G  Lowe,  Jno.  E  Fori, 
D  S  Willis,  Wm.  Browning,  Rev.  J  J  Hines,  Rev.  J  P  xMoore,  Rev. 
M  Doub,  Rev.  J  W  Tucker,  Rev,  R  J  Carson,  Dr.  Hacketl,  M  D 
Armfield,  Rev,  N  F  Reid,  Wm,  Slade,  W  D  Lea,  G  W  Atkins,  P 
R  Atkins, 

Paid  for  6th.  Vol.    Rev.  J  W  Kelly,  Thos.  P  Harper,  M  W 
Rainey, 

i^Dr.  McCall,  Rodney,  Miss.,  send  by  mail  at  my  risk  :  only  one 
vol.  due.— Rev,  T,  B  Russell,  m.  s.  rec'd.    Thank  you.— - 

The  following  have  paid  for  3d.  vol.  Rev.  S  M  Griffin,  L  J  Green- 


ing,  Rev,  W  Moores,  T  A  Brooks,  Dr,  Z  Talley,  IIora;io  Wallace, 
(4lh,  vol.  sli'l  due.) 


o 


I>R.  T.  J,  PATBICIi, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  DRUGGIST, 

Greesistooi'o,'  N,  €. 

FFERS  at  the  lowest  market  prices,  a  large  and  well  selecled  as- 
eortment  of 

DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES. 

FRENCH,  ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  CHE]\ilCALS, 

Perfumery,  Extracts,  Dye-Stuils^ 

Fancy  Arncles,  Trusse^s^  Purgicul  Instruments, 

Fancy  Soap,  Paintsj(5Jl  Oils,  Druggist's  Glass  Ware, 

Brushes.  Fire -'proof  Paint,  Patent  Medicines, 

Townsend's  Sarsaparilla,  JayneHfeleclicines.  Ayers'  Cherry  Pectoral, 
Genuine  Cod  Liver  Oil,  together  with  every  article  cornpridng  the  Stock 
of  Physician  or  Druggist. 


FIFTY  Pl4]V©--FOiaTES. 
"VTy^ITH  the  view  of  enlarging  our  business  we  have,  in  addition  to 
TT  the  instruments  made  by  yi.  (SiOt^ar^  Co.,  and /oAn  B.  l}unham, 
New  York,  secured  the  sale  of  those  made  by  /.  Chickcring^  Boston, 
which  Avill  enable  us  in  future  to  keep  on  hand  a  still  larger  assortment 
than  we  have  ever  done.  We  have  at  present  for  sale  at  our  two  estab- 
lishments, (Na^h  &  Woodhour^e.  Richipond,  and  E.  P.  Nash  &  Co.,  Pe^ 
tersburg,)  upwards  of  Fif.y  Piano^Fortes  of  various  kinds,  em- 
bracing nearly  every  style  and  price  that  can  be  desired  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest,  manufaclered  by  the  most  celebrated  makers  in  this  coun- 
try, l^urchasing  as  we  do  ior  two  stores  in  such  large  quanlities  for 
cash  \^not  on  commission,)  we  are  enabled  to  offer  great  -  incfocemenls  "lo 
purchasers,  full  as  great  as  can  be  met  with  at  any  other  establishment 
north  or  south.  Those  who  may  not  w  ish  to  make  special  trips  for  the 
purpose  and  will  commit  the  selection  to  ourselves,  we  pronoisa  ourbest 
judgment  both  as  to  style  and  quality,  and  we  pledire  ourselves  to  jj" 
satisfaction.  E.  P.*  NASH  &  CO.. 'Petersburg, 

NASH  &  WOODHOUSE.  Richmond. 


€M  ARISES  I.fJMSB>B:V, 

Petersburg,  Va..  has  always  for  sale  a  large  assortment  of 
Go'ld  and  Silver  Patent  Lever  and  other 

WATCHES, 

Jewelry,  Spectacles,  Pencils,  Thimbles,  Silver  Spoons,  Castors,  Pen 
and  Pocket  Knives,  Scissors,  Ra:^or3,  Needles,  &c.  All  of  the  best  quali- 
ty, which  will  be  sold  at  the  lowest  possible  prices./?);*  cash. 

Watches,  Clocks*  Spectacles,  and  Jewelry  REPAIRED  at  short  notice, 
and  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  Particular  attention  paid  to  regula- 
ting Watches.    Spectacles  for  all  ages. 

Merchants  supplied  with  Thimbles  and  Imperial  Needles,  of  supe- 
ior  quality,  at  such  prices  as  cannot  fail  to  please. 


